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PREFACE 


The stones in this little book tell of the men and 
VrOTCien whose deeds have helped to shape the history 
of India Some of these men and women ^vere high 
mmded and true They put their own interests aside 
and worked for the welfare of those around them 
Others thought of no one but themselves and their 
own selfish wishes 

We shall read m these stories of selfish kings who 
made useless wars so that their names might be handed 
doisn in history as great conquerors, of ambitious 
kings, who had the interests of their kingdoms at heart, 
and made wars to preserve their country at peace and 
to bnrg other countries under the same fiim and just 
rule, and of careless, indifferent kings, who allowed 
their countries to fall mto disorder We shall read 
further of great men whose whole thoughts and energies 
were spent m urging people to think noble thoughts 
and to lead unselfish lives 

^^^ule readmg of these leaders of past times, we 
will choose only those who were good and true to be 
our heroes, despising all those who were mean, or 
selfish, or cruel. 
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STORIES FROM INDIAN 
HISTORY 

A GEOGRAPHICAL STORY 

Where is the land we live in ? Wliat is its position 
in the world ’ If you look at a map of the world >ou 
w ill plainly see that the land is distributed into masses 
There are the continents of Africa, America, and 
Australia, and the combined land mass of Asia and 
Europe It is in the south of Asia that India lies, 
and Asia is the home of many of the people who live, 
not only in Asia, but also m Europe These people 
belong to the Aiyan race But before we read of the 
people who inhabit Asia let us first look more closely 
at our own land 

In the centre of the map of Asia you will see that 
there are many mountams This is a cold rugged 
region Very different from the pleasant plains that 
lie to the south and west of it These plains are 
occupied by the countnes of India and Persia 

The centre of Asia is one high tableland South of 
Ilub tableland there are ranges of lugh mountams 
Some of these mountams are the highest m the w orld 
You have all read of the great mountam range of 
Himalayas tlic “ abode of snow ” This is the sowthem- 
most range of the mountams of Central Asia To the 
e-f vt. ♦iVte vra.Tfn, pVams xA HmdxftViiTi 

As >ou know, clouds touch the mountains and let fall 
tlieir moisture upon them m the form of ram and thu, 
causes nvers to flow down their slopes and through 

B 
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plain of Hindustan the ICarnatic and the plains on 
the west (Gujarat) ha\c been the homes of nations of 
people for thousands of jear& We will now read 
about the people who inhabited them m those far 
off times 


THE PEOPLE or INDIA 

The people of the world are not all civilized like 
we are to day You all know no doubt that the 
people who are native to Africa, the negroes are not 
<ivilized races Such people have not even mvented 
the art of ivnting which we mvented thousands of 
jears ago The people of India were at one time 
nncitilized people Just as many tnbes m Africa 
to daj live in the jungle and feed on what grows 
there so to day there are people who live in Indian 
jungles who wear hardly any clothes and eat what 
the jungle provides They do not cultnate the land 
and grow gram as ue do nor do they build substantial 
houses to protect tliem from the ram Such people 
ire the Klionds w ho In e m the forests of Central Indn 
the Bhih of Rajputani and the hill tribes of the Nilgn 
Hills speak of all these aborxgtnal people as Kola 
Tliey were the original mhabitants of India 

Another nee whose home has been Indi i before the 
beginning of our history ire the Dravidian people 
the Telugus the Tamils the Kanarese and the 
other people who h\e m the south of India These 
people may hiic come to India it some far distant 
time or tlyey may hive belonged ongmally to the 
countrj as the Ivols did Tins we cannot now tell 
Tlie Dravidnns were a much more civilized people than 
the Kols They tilled the ground grew crops and 
wore clothes 
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You have read of the rugged nature of the countrj' 
north of the Himalaj'as the countrj' of high mountains 
and cold winds But although this countrj, gencraJJj’ 
speaking, is rugged, there are also a allej*s in vhidi tlie 
sun shines warm the birds sing and fruit trees blossom 
andbearfruit There are also phins on uJuch the grass 
■ipnngs green when the ram falls on them This region 
was the home of >et another people This was the 
home of the Arj an people 

The Arjans were a wandenng people The nature 
of their country' made them so Their chief property 
was sheep and cattle Tliej' wandered from \ alley to 
1 alley, from plain to phin, m search of grass for their 
flocks. These people grew m numbers Some went 
west, and some came south Some of them came o\cr 
the mountains into Hindustan ^Vllat a contrast 
they must have found between their own bleak countrj' 
and the plains of Hindustan 1 Is )l an> w ondcr that 
they settled in the Punjab, tlic land of the five n\crs? 
Can we wonder that they (ought against the people 
of India for tfic new countrj' they had found ’ 

The Arjnns were a fine people, tall and of fair 
complexion They were Mgorous. being native to the 
vigorous climate of the mountains Tlicy fought 
.against the KoU and Dravids. and drove them further 
*•011111 More and more Ar^'nis came to Hindustan 
Thev were no longer obliged to wander about for fresh 
pislures Tliey settled m the Punjab and gr<^v\ com. 
They ground the com and made it into bread They 
.al-*o ate the flesh of go.ats and sheep Tlicy drank an 
intoxicating dnnk made of the soma creeper and milk 
Tlicy had chariots drawn by hordes in which thej went 
to battle. 

Arjin women held a high place in the household 
Thev* walked freely where they wished and spent thtir 
Uvo in household duties, and m bunging up their 
cluldrcn. The father was the head of the household, 
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and ^\^th him lived his sons and their ^\lves Thev 
cultivated the land round their dvsellmg place and 
shared the crops among them 

In course oi time the Arj^ans grew in number The 
Dravids admitted their superiority, and ceased to fight 
against them They occupied southern India, wheie 
they developed mto powerful and civilized kingdoms 
Some of the Dra\ id» and Kols remamed m the country 
of the Aryans and formed the Sudra caste Caste was 
not known among the Aryans when they first came to 
Hmdustan It grew mto a system after they settled 
there As the settlers grew in numbers, they dmded 
into nations of people The ^ople were divided mto 
castes These castes were originally four m number, 
the Brahmans or pneots the Kshatnyas or kings and 
wamors the Vaisyas, and the Sudras, who were the 
serfs and labourers 

Gradually the Aryans moved further south into 
A>odhja, or Oudh, where they formed a powerful 
kmgdom and then mto Bengal 

The Aryans could read and write and compose 
poetry 

We inherit from them the great book of hymns 
the Rig Veda, from which we are able to gam so much 
knowledge of this early age After the Aryans had 
formed kingdoms m Hmdustan they began to make 
war The story of a great war between two of the 
kingdoms is told m one Sansknt classic, the Malia 
hharata, composed by the Arjans so many years ago 
Another of their stones, the Ranmyana, has also been 
preserved to us 

Tlie Aryans who went west spread over Europe 
Some settled in Persia some in Arabia A large 
part oi the population of Europe to day springs from 
the Aryans who took the westerly course and wandered 
into Europe 
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THE STORY OF THE RAMA YANA ‘ 

Lomg ago in the old, old land of Kosala there stood the 
famous city of Ayodhya All who lived m this city 
were virtuous, rich, and happy Here there ucrc 
learned Brahmans old families, and brave warriors 

The ruler of this Kingdom was King Dasaratln 
But although he had everj' other happiness, the ]oy 
of ha\ing children was denied to him The King 
asked the Brahmans what he should do to win the 
favour of the gods, and they advised a horse sacrifice 
So a horse sacrifice was held, and much gold and silver 
and many cattle were given to the Brahmans In 
course of time four sons were bom to the Kiog They 
were named Rama, I^akshmana Bharata and 
Satnighna Rama was the son of the King’s chief 
wife, but Bharata was the son of his favourite wife 

In those da>s there lived many fierce monsters or 
Rakshasas, who roamed the woods and spent tlieir time 
mkiUing people and preventing holy ascetics andhermits, 
who lived in the w oods, from performmg their ceremonies 
Wien Rama was sixteen years of age a learned ascetic 
named Vishwamitra (Vicvamitra) urged him to set 
out on a journey to the woods to kill these wicked 
Rakshasas So Rama set out with Vishwamitra, and 
ius brother Lakshmana went with him too The first 
Rakshasa that Rama and his brother fought against 
was an ogress named Taraka Raising clouds of dust, 
the monster poured showers of stones upon the brothers 
But Rama shot arrows so quickly from his bow that 

' The Ramayani and Mahabhanta These stones are a 
little long lor a reading boot of Indian history But the author 
cannot make up his tnind to spoil them by telling them m fewer 
words 
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they met the stones and stopped them in mid air. 
Rama and Lakshmana cut off the nose, hands, and 
ears of the ogress The cunning Taraka changed her 
shape, but she could not hide herself from Rama, who 
presently laid her dead at his feet. In this way the 
country uas delivered from this terrible ogress. 

Rama and his brother and the sage, Vishuamitra, 
travelled on for many days, sleepmg at nights with 
hennits, w’ho gave them milk and food. Many were 
their fights, and many the Rakshasas that they killed. 
In coume of time they reached the Kingdom of Mithila. 

Now, King Janaka, who ruled this Kingdom, had a 
lovely daughter named Sila. He promised her in 
mamage to any man who could bend the great bow 
of Siva. Many were the princes who had tried, but 
all had failed. Rama now made up his mind to try. 

The bow wns so large and heavy that it was carried 
on a cart wuth eight wheels, which w'as drawn by the 
people- Rama, the hero of many a fight against the 
terrible Rakshasas. seized the bow* when it was brought 
to him, and not only bent but broke it. 

Kmg Dasaratha, with his other two sons, now came 
to MitWla to be present at Rama's marriage. Great 
were the rejoicings, and when the ceremony was over, 
Rama, with his lovely bride, returned to Ayodhya. 
Here also the people shouted their joy as Rama and 
Sita entered the city with King Dasaratha. 

As years went by King Dasaratha felt himself 
growang old. He wished to give up the cares of ruling 
his kingdom, and to make Rama king in his place. 
When Queen Kaikeyi, the mother of Prince Bharata, 
heard this she w’as very vexed. She wished her son to 
become King, and not Rama. 

Once, when King Dasaratha was very ill, Queen 
Kaikeyi nursed him, and her care and attention saved 
his life. He then promised her that he would grant 
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her any three boons that she might like to ask of 
him 

The people of the city of Ayodhya ivere loud in 
their rejoicings when they heard that Rama was to be 
their King Rama of expansive and coppery eyes 
long armed dark blue like a lotus a mighty bowToan 
of matchless strength with the gait of a mad ele 
phant bra\e truthful humble minded respectful and 
generous to Brahmans and havmg his passions under 
control What was their sorrow when thej heard 
that the Kmg had gi\en way to Queen Kai^eyis 
prayers and had promised that Bharata should be 
King ' What was their grief when they heard that 
their hero Rama at the wish of Queen Kaikeyi was to 
be sent into the forests for fourteen years 1 

But It was true alas! The aged King true to 
his old promise and overcome by the tears of his 
favourite wife had consented to send Rama away 
Without a word Rama made ready to obey his 
father Sita his faithful and beloved wife would 
not be left behind but went with her husband 
Lakshmana his loyal brother aUo went with Rama 
All three put on the rough clothes of ascetics made 
of the bark of trees and set out on their exile makmg 
their ^vay towards the sacred city of Prayaga 

^Vhen they had gone King Dasaratha was so over 
come with gnef that he slowly died Then Pnnce 
Bharata ivas summoned to be made King But when 
Bharata heard that his brother Rama the nghtful Kmg 
had been sent away he refused to take his place No 
said he I will rule his Kmgdom for him while he is 
awaj but never ^vlll I take his place and be made 
Kmg Then Prince Bharata set out m search of his 
brother And with him went the Court bands of 
musicians chariots horsemen and thousands of the 
people of Aypdhya nding m carts 

Alter along march and many adventures the Pnnce 
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THE STORY OF THET RA^IAYARA 

iowd Rama seated in a cottage, his hair matted, clad 
in tattered cloth and hark. With him was Sita h\s 
wife and his beloved brother Lakshmana. 

\Vhen Rama heard that his father was dead he 
■swooned with grief. Bharata begged him to return 
and become King of Ayodhya. But Rama would not 
disobey his father’s commands. He had made up his 
mind to remain in exile, as his father had told him to. 



*'BAISI^C CW)UDS OF OUST, THE MONSTER PODRPD SHOWERS OF 
STONES UPON THE BROTHERS BUT RAjrA SHOT ARROWS’* 


So Bharata had to return without him, vhile Rama 
set forth on further joumeyings southwards. 

The years slipped away while Rama and his com- 
panions u andered m the cool, shad}' forests. They had 
many fights mth man-devouring Rakshasas, and one 
day Sita u as nearly carried away by one of these terrible 
monsters. However ill they fed, however poor their 
roof, the ssseet-natured Sita made no complaint. She 
■was happy so long as she could share her husband's 
fortunes, and by serving him make his exile easier. 
WTnle in the forest of Dandaka a fierce giantess named 
Snrpanakha tried to kill Sita. The brothers saved her 
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from the giantess s dutches and Lakshmana cut off 
the giantess s nose Now Surpanakha was the sister 
f Klnra who was King of a ^eat brood of giants m 
thi3 forest He called together the whole of his fol 
l>wcrs fourteen thousand m number to kill the 
brothcre and obtain reaenge They attacked Rama 
with clubs darts and nooses Wounded many times 
the hero faced the giants sending thousands of arrows 
from his bow so that the \ery sun was darkened 
bhooting arrows with golden feathers and hurling 
thunderbolts that were crescent headed Rama slew 
the giants At last with a fiery arrow he slew the 
giant King 

Now the giantess Surpanakha was aUo the sister 
of Raxana the demon King of Lanka She took the 
news of the death of Khara to this brother Ravana 
promised her to have revenge 

He had lieard of Sita s beauty and he made up 
his mind to steal her from Rama Fu^t he sent 
one of his Raksliasas to Rama s cottage Tins 
Rakshasa took the shape of a golden doe spotted with 
silver Sita saw the doe and wanted it for her pet so 
Kama set o'! from the cottage in chase of it leaving 
L ikshmana to take care of her 

Rama was gone so long after the doe Uiat at last 
Sita begged Lakshmana to go and search for him 
Then she sat alone on the cottage steps waitmg for 
the return of her husband As she sat there w eepmg 
and watching the demon Ravana came to her m 
the shape of a Sanyasi Suddenlj he took his owai 
shape a monster with fen heads and twenty arms 
who seized her by the hair and legs and earned her off 
through the am in his chariot 

W^en Rama returned to the cottage he found it 
empty For many days he was mad with grief over 
tlie loss of his wafe He did not know v\ hat had become- 
of her or where to search foi her All this while Sita 



THE STORY OF THE RAMAYANA ii 



JUNUMAN AND HIS MONKEYS LEAP TO THE IStAND OF LANKA ANP DISCOVER WHfBE S;tA HAS BEfN TAKEN 
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-was kept a prisoner by the terrible Ravana on the 
island of Lanka. 

At last Rama met the great Hanuman, counsellor 
to the King of the Vanars.^ Hanuman discovered 
where Sita had been taken. The King of the Vanars 
promised to help Rama to obtain his wife. He called 
together a countless army of monkeys and marched 
to Lanka. They built a bridge across the sea and 
marched over to the island. 

Armed Avith uprooted trees, rocks, and mountain 
peaks the Vanars w'aged a terrible war against the 
Rakshasas of Lanka, who fought with their spears and 
5Arords. At length Rama killed the demon King 
Ravana Avith an arrow forged by Brahma himself. 
With AA’hat joy did the devoted Sita now rejoin her 
husband ! 

Rama and SUa. with the faithful Lakshmana, 
returned together to Ayodhya, for the fourteen years 
of exile were noAv over. On their return the noble 
Prince Bharata handed over the Kingdom to his 
brother. 

And noAv it seemed that Sita’s troubles were at an 
■end, and that she A,voAild at last enjoy the love of her 
husband Avithin the safe walls of Ayodhya. But people 
began to sneer at Rama for taking a Avife AA'ho had been 
so long among the demons. These sneers began to 
prey upon Rama’s mind, untQ at last, to please his 
people, he ordered Sita to return into the forest. 
Faithful Sita, Avho had shared her husband's hard 
fortunes Avhen she might have remained safely amid 
the comforts of Ayodhya, A\-as noAv sent off into the 
forests again. With sad steps she left her home and 
husband. She had no fear for herself. ^Vhat hurt the 
loving AA-ife most \A’as the distrust of the husband she 
loved so AA-ell, 

^ The Vanars Averc uncivilbed people, represented as monkeys. 
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STORIES FROM THE MAHABHARATA 

The Five Pandavas and the Hundred 
Kaura\ as 

Many years ago there lived m the north of India a 
King who traced his descent far back from Chandra, 
the Moon This King whose name was Shantanu 
was mamed to the lo\ely goddess Ganga whose son 
Deva brata was destined to become the great wirnor 
Bhishma THE TERRIBLE 

In course of time King Shantanu died The 
son who succeeded him did not live veiy Jong and 
when he died left no son to rule the kingdom So 
the sage Vyasa who wrote the Mahahharata gave to 
the two ividowed queens of the dead King each a son 
The name of one was Dhntarashtra who was blind 
The other Pandu was bom with a wonderfully fair 
skin 

■\VhiIe Pandu ivas yet a boj his uncle Bhishma 
ruled the country for him But when he grew up he 
married and took over the go\ emment of the country 
himself To one wife of Pandu were bom three 
children whose fathers were gods These were named 
Yudhisthira son of Dharma Bhima son of Va>u 
and Arjuna son of Indra To Pandu s other wife there 
were born two sons of the gods whose names were 
Nakala and Sahadevn These five sons were the 
Five Pandavas the heroes of the great Mahahharata 
Now King Pandu before his sons were bom 
had given up the throne to his blind brother Dliri 
tarashtra hot many years afterwards he died and 
the file Pandavas made their way to his capital citv 
Hastinapura Here they were received kindly by the 
blind King Dhntarashtra and the five Pandavas 
remained at Hastinajvora livnng with their cousins. 




MVa DIIRITARASIITRA KECEIYED THE FI\E TRIVCCS Kr\DL\ 
AT lIASTtlTAPURA 


Pandavas were brought up side by side with their 
cousins and taught the saence of war by Drona a 
Brahman 
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In Course of time the princes bccimc skilful 
m tlic use of uenpons ind Droni held ^n cvhibi 
tun for them to shou their skill The Kin^, and his 
(ourticrs sat m a golden theatre studded "itli pcirU 
u hilc people from far and near crow ded round the aren i 

After thej had shown their skill with sword and 
bow a sham fight with inaccs was amngcd between 
the Kuru prince Diiraodhana and Bhima the Pan 
(.1 1 \ a who was famous for Iii-» great strength Tlic two 
rh impions roared at each other like mad elephants 
and tlie fight became so fierce that Drona had to step 
between them Arjiina clad m golden armour now 
stepped forward with hi-' bow Every one was struck 
with the skill shown the Pandavai prince 

This exhibition was scarcely over when a new 
champion entered the arena Tins was Kama the 
son of the sun god Surjja Clad in the coat of 
shining armour in which he was bom tall and graceful 
Kama entered the arena and challenged Arjuna to a 
combat with the bow But who could tell that Kama s 
rank was liigli enough to engage m combat with a 
Pandava pnnee ’ To overcome this difhcultj the 
Kuru prince Durjodhana made the new comer Rajah 
of Anga Kow Durjodhana was jealous of Arjuna 
ind hoped that Kama would defeat him with the bow 
But it was late and before tne combat could take 
place the sun sank into the west and so the daj ended. 

Tnc House or Lac 

Now th‘=‘ blind Kmg feeling that he was growing 
old named as his successor the Pandava prince 
Nudhisthira So jealous did this make the Kaurava 
brothers that they sought some means of killing their 
rivak Not far from Hastmapura was the famous 
citj of Varanavata This citj was praised to the 
Pandava brothers and the old King suggested that 
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they should take a holiday and go there. Every one 
in Hastmapura \vas sor^o^vful when the Pandavas set 
out upon their journey, for they feared that no good 
would come of it. 

At Varanavata the cunning Duryodhana had 
built a house of lac fOT the brothers to live in. The 
bamboos and straw in the building were soaked m 
clanfied butter. It wanted but a spark to set the house 
in a blaze. 

To this house came the five Pandavas and tl eir 
mother, Kunti. But it happened that they had been 
^vamed before they left Hastmapura that evil w ould be 
done them. When they saw the house of lac they 
arranged to have a tunnel dug, through which they 
could crawl from the house. One evening Kunti fed 
a number of Brahmans at her house of lac.* A woman 
and her five sons had also come uninvited to the feast. 
Overcome with wine the strangers lay down upon the 
floor. That night a violent wind arose, and Bhima 
set fire to the house. In the morning the house was 
found in ashes, and among the ashes were found 
the bones of the six people who w’ere overcome w’lth 
wine the night before. Duryodhana and his brothers 
thought that these were the bones of the Pandavas 
and Kunti, their mother, and they rejoiced because they 
thought their rivals were dead. -But the Pandavas 
W’ere not dead They had escaped by means of the 
secret passage, and, disguised as Brahmans, safely hid 
themselves m the forest. 

How THE Pandavas won their Bride 
Many days the Pandavas %vandered in the forest. 
Dangers beset them on every side, and many a battle 
did the mighty Bhima have with fierce Rakshasas, who 
sought the lives of his mother and brothers. Bhima, 
too, wth his great strength, crushed down the twmmg 

c 
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creepers and clove for them aB a path through the 
forest. 

Wlule ^\andenng m the forest they met the Rtsfii 
^’jasa, who compiled the Mahabharaia itself. He told 
them that Draupadi the beautiful daughter of the King 
of the Panchalas, was to hold a su.ayamvara, or “ choos- 
ing of a husband ’* Draupadi was a dark beauty "Her 
eyes were black and large as lotus leaves Her com- 
plexion was dark, and her hair was blue and curly ’’ 
The young Pandax'as, still disguised as Brahmans, 
set off to take part m the coming ceremony, TJic 
scene of the saavaunaM wasa large plain, round winch 
stood golden palaces seven storej'S high, set wnth 
diamonds and hung with flowers. In these palaces 
lodged the kings and pnnccs who had come to ask for 
the hand of the princess. 

At one end of the plain stood a tall pole On the top 
of this pole W’as a golden fish. Below the fish a chakra, 
or wheel, which constantly turned round and round. 
^Vlloever could shoot an arrow through the chakra into 
the eye at the golden fish would utn the Princess 
Draupadi for his wife. 

On the sixteenth day, led by her brother, the beauti- 
ful princess entered. She earned m her hands a golden 
dish with offennps to Agni, the god of fire, and a garland 
for the prince who should wm her. 

The contest began. Prince after prince stepped in 
and sei7ed the mighty bow that fay ready for him. But 
not one could even bend the wood so as to string it. At 
last came Kama in hts gleaming armour. He strung 
the bow with e.ise, and was placing an arrow on the 
string, when Draupadi cried, " I will not have a Suta 
for my husband " Now, although Kama was the son of 
a god. he liad been brought up m a suta's (charioteer's) 
family. Laughing with vexation, he threw aside the 
bow that he had already drawn into a circle before 
sending the arrow at the mark. 
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Many more pnnces tnc 4 and failed ^Vhen all the 
Rshatnya kmgs and pnnces had tried, Arjuna, m his 
Brahmin disguise, came fomard Stringing the bow, 
as Kama had done, he placed an arrow on the strmg, 
and sent it through the chakra into the eye of the fish 

The disappointed Kshatnya pnnces, >\ho had 
failed e\en to stnng the bow, were mad wth jealousy 
at the success of Arjuna, who was disguised as a Brah* 
man They did not wish to see a Kshatnya pnncess 
wedded to a Brahman When the King was about to 
hand his daughter to the victor they nished upon him 
"But the Pandava pnnce, helped by his mighty brother 
Bhuna who fought with an uprooted tree, saved the 
dCing, and left the plain with the beautiful Draupadi 

Together the pnnces returned to their mother 
Wliile still outside their cottage they cned out to her, 
" We have come back with alms that we have obtained 
to day " Having gone disguised as Brahmans they 
meant this as a joke, for the alms they spoke of was the 
Princess Draupadi “ Enjoy ye all what ye ha\e 
obtained" replied the mother A moment after she 
beheld Draupadi " Oh, what have I said ' " cned she 
But Draupadi was fated to be a wife to all the five 
brothers Neither she nor her father the King liked 
the idea of a five fold mamage at 6rst But the sage 
Vyasa himself explained that this mamage had been 
arranged by destiny, and then all were content So 
Draupadi was led round the sacred fire on five nights 
by each brother m turn, and m this way the Pandavas 
were mamed to their beautiful wife Many were the 
w onderful presents given at the mamage, and Draupadi 
and her husbands went to live at Indra prastha 

How King YudhistihrA meld a Horse Sacrifice 

Now, King Yudhisthira wished to hold a great 
sacrifice that would declare him lord of Kings But 



20 STORIES FROM INDIAN HISTORY 


he could not do this because there was still one Kmg^ 
who was as mighty as he Hus vras King Jarasandha 
who ruled at Mathura whidi was the capital of his 
Kingdom of Magadha King Jarasandha \\as a 
mighty warrior who held eighty princes in captnity 
Now, it happened that their kinsman the great 
Krishna, was sta5nng at Indra prastha with the 
Pandava princes Wishmg to help them, Krishna set 
forth wth Ar}una and Bhima, all disguised as Brah- 
mans, for the Kingdom of Magadha When they 



THE or IVPR4 TRASTItA 

(These walls were built b\ Sher ShTh Sur when he was King of Dell s, 
on tl c $11 of tl c ancient Hindu cit} ) 


reached Mathura thej made themselves knoivn to King 
Jarasandha and told him that they had come to slay 
him because he was cruelly gomg to offer up his cap- 
ti\ es as sacrifices to the god Rttdra They challenged 
King Jarasandha to combat The fearless King of 
JIagadha accepted the challenge, and agreed to fight a 
single combat wath the hero Bhima 

On the day of the combat people flocked into 
Mathura Neither of the heroes fought with any 
M capon. For thirteen days the fight went on The 
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combatants did not stop for food or rest. At last the 
brave King Jarasandha's back n'as broken upon 
Bhima's knee. 

Now, there was no longer any reason why the great 
sacrifice should not be held, and King YudhistWra sent 
forth his four brothers in every direction to collect 
tribute from all the Rajahs of Hindustan. Princes 
flocked to Indra-prastha, where the sacrifice was held 
with great splendour. 


. ' How 'THE PANDAVAS LOST A KiKCDOM 

The 'success of the Pandavas caused much jealousy 
among the Kaurava princes. They sought some means 
'by which they might ruin their rivals. Together they 
made. a cunning plan. They bxiilt a wonderful hall of 
crystal arches, two miles square, decorated wath gold, 
upheld by a thousand pillars, and having a hundred 
gates. When the hall was ready they held a feast, and 
invited all the princes to come to it. During the feast 
they challenged the princes toa friendly gambling match. 

King Yudhisthira disliked gambling, but being a 
Kshatriya he could not refuse a challenge, and so was 
obliged to accept. Fortune went against him in the 
gambling hall. He lost and lost again to the Kauravas. 
Money, jewels, war elephants, slaves, all were lost by 
the.tum of the dice. He staked his four brothers, and 
lost them, then himself, and finally their wife, the 
beautiful Draupadi ; each in turn was lost to the 
Kauravas by a throw of the dice. At last the match 
was ended, Draupadi xvas dragged into the ball, and 
insulted by the speech of the Kauravas before all men. 
Bhima ground his teeth \rith rage, and swore tbnt he 
would break the thigh of Du^odhana, but for the 
present the Kauravas were triumphant. And while 
these things were going on in the public hall, a jackal 
howled in the apartments of the Kaurava King, 
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Then were the Pandavas once more stnpped of 
their wealth Leaving their mother, Knnti, m charge 
of a fnend, they set forth once more wth their \nfe 
Draupadi, mto the forest As they m ent, Bhima threw 
out his long, mighty arms, and glared at the Kaurai as 
with angry eyes and Draupadi spread her black locks 
over her face and wept 

The Great War 

The years sped by, and the period of the Pan- 
daxas exile drew to a close \^en the thirteenth 
jear had gone, both Kauravas and Pandavas pre- 
pared for a great and final w'ar Both sides sought the 
help of the illustnous Krishna, who lay on his bed in 
the aty of Dwaraka Byhis side, at the head of the 
bed, sat Diiiyodhana, wlule at the foot sat Arjnna 
Both watched the pnnee as he slept When ICrwhna 
ivoke, hi3 opening eyes first fell on Arjuna at his feet 
On hearing the rival princes’ errand he gave Arjuna, 
whom he had first seen, the choice of having himself or 
his army of a hundred million men to aid him Arjuna 
chose to have Krishna's aid And so it was settled. 
Krishna taking the side of the Pandavas In course of 
time the mighty hosts assembled near the city of 
Thaneswnr, on the great plain of Kunikshetra Com* 
manding the Kaurava host was the aged and temble 
Bhishma While Kama, m Ins gleammg armour, also 
upposed the Pandavas The most bitter of their foes 
was Durj’odhana who could not be content till either 
he or the Pandavas vtcre dead 

Tlie Kauravas had the greater armj but Arjuna 
the bowman and Bhima the strong were an army in 
themselve' and the Pandavas were helped by the 
wisdom of the great Knahna Chariots, elephants, 
fwl-soldiers. and Iiorsc soldiers marched over the 
plain On tverv side could be seen piles of wcapoas,. 
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arroA\-s bo\v - strings battle - axes lances, maces, 
poisoned darts and lassoes There was also hot oil and 
treacle ready to be poured on the soldiers, and pots of 
deadly serpents to spread dismay and confusion among 
the close ranks of men 

WTien the battle was about to begm Arjuna begged 
Krishna to put his chanot between the two armies 
Thence he looked first at one army and then at the 
other He admued the beauty of the scene as the 
warriors stood with gleammg weapons and pennons 



AT THE HEAD OF THE BED SAT DHRYODHANA WHILE AT THE 
FOOT SAT ARJUHA 


n3ing and then pictured the terrible slaughter that was 
about to follow He half washed to leave the battle 
imfought and retire But Krishna conversed with him 
and chased away his doubts and the words then 
spoken were the words of the Bhagavad Giia 

So the battle began, and waged furiously for 
eighteen long days The arrows darkened the very 
sky so thickly they Ry Mantras were spoken 
o\er weapons to give th^i force and power Heroes 
were pierced by many arroivs but disdammg pain. 
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continued the fight, while the blood flow’ed from their 
wounds. One warrior's forehead was pierced wath 
three arrows that stuck straight out. The temble 
Bhima licked the comers of his mouth like a lion m the 
forest, and roaring, with blows of his club, crushed 
chanots and elephants Arjuna with his bow killed 
multitudes of men, while Yudhisthira, so wise m the 
council chamber, raged with fury. 

Bhishma and Drona, on the other hand, killed 
countless warriors of the Pandava army. The tram- 
pling of men, the screams of wounded horses, the twang 
of bow strings, the blare of trumpets, and the bellows 
of wounded elephants mmgled together m one con- 
tinuous roar. Only when night ieh did it cease, and 
give place to the howls of jackals upon the field of 
battle. What a scene did the sun reveal Mhen it 
rose * Dead elephants, men and horses, blood-stained 
armour, broken spears and banners strewn across the 
field 

After many days of battle, the hero Arjuna pierced 
the aged wamor Bhishma with arrows that stuck out 
all over his body, Bhishma feU from his chariot, but 
so closely w’ere the arrows stuck in him, that they held 
him above the ground. 

Drona now' led the Kauravas and pressed the 
Pandavas hard So hardly were they pressed on one 
occasion that Krishna had to obscure the sun. Tliink- 
ing that night had fallen the Kaura\'as withdrew. 
Then Arjuna attacked them and slaughtered many. 

Drona died during the battle, and the golden wamor 
Kama was overthrown 1^ Arjuna At the end of the 
eighteenth day there were only four Kauravas left aln e. 
Duryodhaua was killed m a combat with clubs by 
Bhimi. The war w:as at last over, and the \'ictorious 
Pandavas entered Hastinapuni. King Yudhisthira 
now ascended the throne of his forefathers, and per- 
formed the horse sacrifice in the presence of Krishna, 
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•Great ^^a5 the splendour, and gold jewels cows, and 
elephants were given away on every side 



“0\E WAKHOSi rOREIIZAD WAS ?IERC£D ^MTU THREE ABRO^\S 
TIUT STUCK. STRAIGHT OCT 




THE GREAT WAR. 
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After\\ vrds 

Years after the war the Panda vas \isitcd the 
blind and aged Maharajah Dhntarashtra in his hermi- 
tage m the jungle Th^ talked together of old- 
friends and kinsfolk they had lost in the great war 
While they i\exe talking on these sad subjects the Rtsht 
Vya->a appeared among them, and promised to show 
them the fnends they mourned After bathing in the 
Ganges they stood on the bank of the sacred river and- 
watched it flow by their feet Suddenly they heard a 
great noiae The water foamed and bubbled and from 
the depths rose those who were dead clad m full armour 
m chariots to the clash of music Those who still 
lived talked to those nsen from the dead till morning 
came and then the ghostly visitors departed 

Two years after tins the old King died The Pan- 
dav as lost Krishna, too who had been so good a fnend 
to them Left alone the five Pandavas turned their 
steps to Mount Meru the abode of the gods One 
behind another the five brothers walked the eldest 
leading and the youngest last Behind them walked 
Draupadi “ with soft dark face and lustrous ejes '* and 
with them went their faithful dog In this manner the 
h\ e brothers left the abode of men 


THE PRINCE WHO SOUGHT 
ENLIGHTENMENT 

SfORE than two thousand years ago there lived a Kmg,. 
whose Kmgdom lay in the shadow of the Himalayas 
This was the liingdom of the Sakya people Now, this 
King had a son whose name was Siddhartha and he 
wished his son to become a warrior like himself The 
>oung pnnce grew up to manhood, brave and skilful 




THE CKEAT WAK 
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^\lth weapons But he was quiet and thoughtful and 
shunned all noisy companions When he reached 
rmnliood Siddhnrtha won hi^wifc m a contest with 
man> kings and princes But although bra\e and 
strong he hid no loie for war He lo\cd rather to 
ce people happj in their work He loved too to see the 
patient horses and oxen who worked for men and could 
not «;peik their troubles kindly treated and well fed 
Sometimes he went into the citj with Ins father 
There he «aw w ealth b\ tlie side of pov ertj and much 
distress and misery He wondered why it wis that 
‘ionie people should be bom rich and others poor But 
he noticed aUo that it was not the rich who were always 
happy nor the poor who were always miserable \et 
whether rich or poor there were many w ho hv ed selfish 
lives Thercwerc many who were cniel to thosewho 
coulanot defend themsclvc« Siddhartha grew «o sorry 
for those who were wTetched that he spent more and 
more of his time thinking of how all miglit be unselfish 
and happy He studied for two years with two learned 
teachers but this brought him no peace of mmd At 
last he made up his mmd to leave liis home his father 
mother wife and child and every thmg that was dear 
to him to spend his life m au'tentie'' 

He cut his long wamor hair exchanged clothes 
with a poor beggar and went alone into the forest 
For seven long years Siddhartha who is now better 
known by his family name Gautama remamed m the 
forest eating little food often deny mg himself even 
the bare necessities of life But it was in vain Torture 
of the body brought lum no contentment He gave 
up austerities and sat day by day sunk deep in 
thought One day he felt that he was enlightened 
He saw a way by which all men could obtain happi 
ness He knew that men could only obtam content 
ment and peace of mmd by leadmg good unselfish 
hves and that those were liappiest who did good to 
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others. He made up his mind to make knoum by 
preaching the faith that possessed him. When 
Gautama gave up self-torture his disciples no longer 



THE BUDDH\’S OTlhC INSTROCTIONS. 

(F rom a CtuQese drawing 5n Leg^e’s translation of the travels of Fa Hien. 
By kind permission of the Clarendon Press ) 


believed in him, and left him. This desertion deeply 
grieved Gautama. He longed to return to his \vife 




30 STORIES FROM INDIAN HISTORY 

and family, and to the home that was dear to 
him He sat under the famous Bodln tree and long 
considered what he should do But at last he 
overcame his weakness, and went to Benares to 
5.eek his five disciples and proclaim the truth to them 
In a deer park at Benares, Gautama told them of the 
great truths that were revealed to him His disciples 
were converted, and once again joined their master 
Gautama now gained many followers, whom he sent 
far and wide to teach this brave, good faitli He 
took the name of ** Buddha." which means " the en- 
lightened,” and taught people to he good and kind 
to one another, and kind and good to animals He 
taught that all men would obtain i^tnana if they Iiv'ed 
pure, good, and pious lives, were obedient, grateful, and 
■charitable, and spoke nothing but the truth Gautama 
\nsited his own city and there saw his beloved wife, 
■who became converted to his religion 

The religion that Gautama taught became known 
as Buddhism Many years after he died, an Indian 
■emperor became a follower of this great and good 
teacher, and spread his religion far and wide in India, 
and to distant countnes beyond the sea 

The place where Gautama became " the Buddha ' 
IS kmown as Bodh-Gaya (that is Buddha Gaya) 

Mahavura 

Another great teacher who rose about this time 
was Vardliamana, knowm as Mahavira, '* the great 
hero ' While Gautama was preachmg in ^lagadha, 
Jlahavira was preaching a similar faith m the Same 
■country But whereas Gautama gave up self torture 
Jlahavira practised it, and only reached Nirvana 
after many years of penance -^fter Jlahavira had 
preached for some time be took the name of Jama, 
"the victorious,' from which title the rehgion he 
founded has taken its name 
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Mahavira forbade lying, and because he believed 
■that all creatures had souls, he reverenced animal life. 
His disciples kept hospitals for animals, and in these 
animal hospitals even vermin were taken care of. 



THE BODOIIC 

(Pflotogtaph &om a figure found in the buned city of Satnatli, 
near Benares) 

There are to-day in India many followers of the 
faith preached by the great teacher Slahavira in • the 
ancient kingdom of Magadha so many years ago. 
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THE BATTLE OF THE HYDASPES 

How King Alexander invaded Hindustan 

The greatest King in Europe, m anaM4*days, was the 
Greek King, Alexander of Macedon He was tall and 
strong and handsome, and rode a splendid horse that 
was almost as dear to him as a fnend The King was a 
great warrior He trained his armies to fight so well, 
and won so many victones, that wherever he led his 
men they would gladly follon 

Kmg Alexander conquered nearly all the countnes 
that were known to him and his countrymen, and at 
last he gathered together a large army and set forth to 
conquer Hmdustan To reach India he had to march 
across the wide lands of Persia and over the cold, bleak 
hills of Afghanistan Tliis wanted great courage, for 
Greece is a mild country where food is plentififi, and 
the Greeks were not used to the cold and want of food 
of the Himalayas 

But Kmg Alexander gloried m overcommg diffi- 
culties At the head of his brave army he won victory 
after victory, crossed the Himalayas, and at last 
reached the bank of the River Indus, the nver 
that alone lav between him and Hmdustan Kmg 
Alexander's army set to work and built a bridge 
across the swuftly flowmg stream, at Ohind, near the 
town of Attock He then marched over the bridge 
mto India 

The first city to submit to the Grecian army was 
Taxila, one of the greatest cities of India m those 
far-off days Kmg Alexander hoped that the other 
Indian kings who niled over Kmgdoms would also 
submit without fightmg Now it happened that at this 
tune there ivas a great warrior king m India, who ruled 
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o\er a kingdom that lay between the Rivers Chenab 
and Jhelum 

When this King heard that a conquering army had 
entered India, he called together all his friends and the 
chiefs of his kmgdom to fight the invaders As soon 
as the army was ready he marched to the Jhelum to 
preient the Greeks from entering his Kmgdom 



Alexander, meanwhile, had marched his army to the 
other hank of the nver, which he named Hydaspes 
There the two armies stood, with pennons flying, while 
between them flowed the yellow Jhelum, swollen with 
the melting snoivs In the army of the Indian King 
were two hundred wax elephants and tliree hundred 
chariots drawn by four horses 

King Alexander saw that he could not cross the 
nver m the face of the mighty war elephants that stood 
swmging their trunks and trumpetmg on the other 
bank His men feared the strange, huge creatures, the 

D 
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like of uhich they had nei-cr seen before. So jn the 
darkness of night part of his army marched up the 
stream some sixteen miles, and there crossed, without 
King Poms knowing anything about it Wien King 
Porus heard m the morning that the Greeks had crossed, 
he inarched his welhordered ranks over the plain On 
either umg of his army were the chariots and horse 
soldiers, while in the centre marched the famous Indian 
bo\vmen and swordsmen on foot, sheltered by the war 
elephants. The Greek foot soldiers began the battle 
in the way that made them famous the world over. 
Placing shield to shield they advanced like a moving 
wall, With spears at rest, while on either side of the foot 
soldiers rode archers on horseback. The warrior King 
Porus, mounted on a huge elephant, trampled through 
the Greek ranks. But the trained men of Alexander 
would not give way, and at last the Indian King 
was wounded and taken prisoner, and the Indian 
army lied 

The wounded Indian King was taken to Alexander, 
When the Greek King ask^ liim how he wnshed to 
be dealt with, he proudly replied in these words only, 
“ as a King." King Alexander, a brave man himself, 
was so pleased with the bravery of this conquered 
monarch that he gave him back his kingdom. From 
that day onward King Alexander had no truer friend 
than the brave Kjng Porus. 

Kmg Alexander stayed m India scarcely two years 
His army grew tired of conquests, and so the King 
returned to his own country m Europe. 


THE FIRST EMPEROR OF HINDUSTAN 

In the days of Ale.xander there were many kingdoms 
in northern India. The largest and most powerful of 
these kingdoms was Iilagadha. The capital city of the 
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l^ingdora was Pataliputra (Patna), where the mighty 
Natida Kmg of Magadha, held his C^nrt King 
Alexander did not reach Magadha, but nearly every 
other kingdom fell before his victorious army 

In Magadha there lived a joung man named Chan- 
dragupta, who was connected vwth the royal house of 
Nanda, who ruled the Kmgdom of Magadha This 
young prince was of low caste, but he was a fearless 
and clever man 

MTien King Alexander departed from India he 
left behmd him generals and armies ^'ho ruled the 
Indian kingdoms he had conquered Not many 
5 ears after Alexander had gone, the news reached 
India that he was dead CHiiandragupta hated to see 
foreigners ruling old Indian kingdoms, and when he 
heard that their great Kmg was dead, he resolved to 
dnv e the Greek generals out of India 

He was so strong and fearless that many Indian 
princes joined him. and his army was soon large enough 
to defeat the Greeks Then with his army he marched 
to Magadha, and snatched the throne from the Nanda 
King 

Chandragupta had now become King of Magadha 
He had a large army, and soon he conquered all the 
kmgdoms m northern India and made them his own 
From his city of Pataliputra he ruled his great empire 
sternly but well Hb. palace was full of beautiful 
things There were golden \mes traUmg over the 
wnlis, and pretty silver birds The Emperor sat upon 
a magnificent chair of state He drank from basms of 
gold The copper bowI» of ht» household were set with 
precious stones Such wealth had never been seen 
before at the Court of mi Indian king 

The Greeks who had been driven away foimd 
safety m a Greek kingdom that King Alexander had 
founded, north of the Hindu Kush This kingdom 
Was called Bactna and was nikd over by a great Greek 
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Emperor named Seleucus Nikator (the Conqueror). 
King Seleucus attacked India wth a large army, but 
u'as defeated by Chandragupta. who won from him the 
Punjab and Kabul. King Chandragupta's Empire 
became kno\Mi as the Maurya Empire, the King’s full 
name being Chandragupta Maur>'a. 

The Ambassador ot the Kingdom of Bactria in 
Hindustan ^vas named Megatthenes. He lived for 
many years at Pataliputra, and described in a book the 
manners of the people. Greek wTiters quoted passages 
from this book in their own works, and ^though 
Megasthenes’ book is lost, much of his knou'ledge of 
India of two thousand years ago can be read fo-day in 
the words ol other ancient Greek wTiters. 


THE STORY OF A GOOD AND PIOUS 
KING 

In the far-off days of which we are reading, men were 
more fierce than they are to-day. If a man stole, his 
nose was cut off for punishment. If a man did not pay 
his tax to the government, his punishment was death. 
In war time many terrible acts were committed. 
Tender women, and h'ttle children, who had nothing to 
do wth war, were killed by the fierce soldiers. Even 
the Greeks, the most civiUzed people of those days, 
‘vere kno%\Ti to kill women and cluldren in the excite- 
'ment of war. 

, Now, some years after Chandragupta's death, his 
Jgrandson, Aso^, came to the throne in Magadha. 
‘Asoka was a good prince, but he w’as ambitious to 
conquer other cotmtries and add them to his kingdom. 
His father and grandfather had both been conquerors. 
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find he \vished to conquer too. To the south of -the 
Magadha Empire a little kingdom still remamed un- 
conquered. It had its own I^g, ite own capital, and 
its own httle army. This u'as the kingdom of Kalinga, 
or Orissa. 

King Asoka wshed to increase his Emphe, and so 
he, with his mighty army, invaded the kingdom of 



Kalinga. How proud the young King must have 
heen of his hrave soldiers as he marched at their head I 
AVhat gloty he hoped to gain in the war I 

The little kingdom was conquered, but the King 
found httle glory in the conquest. Where was the 
glop? of fighting a poor little kingdom that could not 
resist ? WTiere, indeed, the glory of ending the lives 
of so many kindly, homely people ? Or of destroying 
the crops of the peaceful villagers? 

The kind-hearted King, instead of rejoicing in the 
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victor3% felt very sad at the misery he had caused He 
made up his mind never agam to enter into irar 

It was this war that caused him to thmk more 
deeply about religion He now understood the beaut5' 
and truth of the faith that had been taught by Gautama 
the Buddha, and so King Asoka became a Buddhist 

So anxious uas the King that other people should 
profit by this kmdly and good religion, that he sent 
preachers to preach it in foreign countries In his oum 
country he caused the good, wise commands of the 
Buddha to be gra\en upon stone m all parts of hi'=‘ 
kmgdom, so that the people might read. Some of these 
edicts were carved upon rocks, some were carv'ed on 
the walls of caves, and some on stone pillars The 
edicts were written m the Pali language, which uas 
the language of Hindustan at that time. Asoka caused 
wells to be dug by the roadside for the weary traveller! 
and built hospitals where those who were sick might 
receive attention. 

This good King also had a warm place m his heart 
for animals He built hospitals for them too He 
bade children love and respect 'their parents. Everj*- 
where in his Empire there was a spirit of rest and con* 
tentment, and love and good feeling. Well may this 
King be named Asoka the Good. 


THE TRAVELS OF FA-HIEN 

You have read how King A«oka sent missionaries to 
foreign countnes to teacli the faith of the Buddha. 
Some of these missionaries went to China, and that 
great country welcomed them, and a groat many of the 
Chinese became followers of the Buddha. 

There v\as one earnest, good man to vshom the 
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beautiful faith of Gautama appealed so strongly that 
he made up his mind to visit the country in which the 
Huddha had been bom. This devout and earnest 
Chinaman was named Fa-Hien. In those days a 
journey from one country to another was no light task. 
Ships were small, and there W'as poor and little food, 
and no comfort at all upon them. So they had to 
follow the coast, and dare not venture far into the open 
sea. Near the shore there was the danger of rocks and 
shipwreck. The seas* in those days also were scoured 
by pirates. A long and tedious journey through the 
^sald and rugged countries that he between China and 
India was as dangerous as a sea voyage. The journey 
alone from China to India w'as in those days a great 
adventure. 

Then, when Fa-Hien arrived in India, how did he 
know that the people would not kill him ? He did not 
know that the people of India had always been noted 
for their hospitality and kindly feelings to strangers. 
He could know little, if any, of Indian languages. But 
because his spirit and courage were high, he ventured 
all these things, and safely journeyed over the moim- 
tains. 

Now, Fa-Hien W’as not only a devout Buddhist, but 
he W’as also a scholar, for he came from a land w’here 
learning is held in high esteem. Wherever he went he 
WTote an account of w’hat he had seen. He stayed a 
long time in the various Indian ICingdoms, for he ivas 
received eveiyiihere with kmdness. After all the ages 
that have passed since then of ivhat value must his 
books be to-day I Millions of men have lived and died 
and are forgotten, yet Fa-Hicn's narrative still remains 
a record of that ancient time. 

Fa-Hien visited the kingdom of Magadha, which 
was still the most important in northern India, and w'as 
known as the Jliddle Kingdom. We read how unde 
the Emperor Chandragupta Maurya the laws were 
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stnct and the punishments cruel But now Fa Hien - 
tells us, when he visited Magadha, the laws were mild^ 
Everywhere there were Buddhist monasteries The 
monks were given money by the government to supply 
the poor with food and clothes 

Fa Hien saw the palace of Asoka which was still a 
very beautiful buildmg although at this time Kmg 
Asoka had been dead more than six: hundred years 
The kindly acts of the good King had borne good fruit 
for after sue hundred years his country was still living 
30 peace and contentment 

Magadha was ruled over by one of the greatest of 
Indian Kings uhen Fa Hien visited it This Kmg 
ivas named Chandragupta Vikramaditj^ At his Court , 
there were the great wnters and scientists spokeif of 
as the Nine Gems The most famous of these iras 
Kalidasa the great Sanskrit poet Seven hundreds 
years had passed by smee the first Chandragupta the 
grandfather of Asoka ruled over Magadha Chandra- 
gupta Vilcramaditya uas a Hindu and jet he gave 
money to Buddhist monasteries What a happj, 
contented country Magadha must have been \shen 
the two religions helped one another like this and 
strove side by side m the good u ork of chantv I 

During the reign of this great King many great men 
lived The poet Kalidasa xvrotc the poetry and dramas 
xvhich are as famous to-day as when they were written 
He IS one of the " Nine Gems * of Vikramaditya s 
Court This was the age when the Sanskrit language 
was at its highest lexel of perfection Learned men 
also studied the stars and wTote books of astronomy 
Others wrote philosophy and history 

Ta-Hien studied Sansknt three years at Patah 
putra After a \usit of elexen years spent m traiel 
bng oxer northern Indn laden with xxTitmgs he 
returned by sea to his oxxu country of China 
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-WHAT HUIEN-TSAHG SAW IN INDIA 

King Harsha, the Roval Scholar 

In the seventh century (ad) India was divided into 
two great empires In northern India there w ere then 
many kingdoms, just as there always have been. 
There was the kingdom of Valabhi m the west, where 
Gn)arat now lies In the east there wtis the kingdom 
of Kamanipa, which we now know as Assam There 
was the kingdom of Djjain m central India, and the 
kmgdom of Pundra Vardhana in Bengal But. ov er 
all the Kings who ruled the kingdoms of northern India 
sat Ihe great Emperor, 

Harsha, in his city of 
Kanau] 

Kmg Hacsha’s Court 
was a centre of learn- 
ing, for the King was 
not only a patron of 
learning, but it is said 
that he was an author 
himself He was a 
deep scholar, and 
loved leamme’, and 
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In the month of Januaty King Harsha attended 
b) twenty lesser kingir, and accompanied by 
Hinen-Tsang joumejed to the city of Prayaga 
Thu> was the sixth great festival of the Kmg s reign 
Both the Ganges and Jumna riverj* were low for no 
snow was melting on the mountams On the sands 
which were left uncovered by the fallen water were 
assembled thousands of people 

On the first day honour was paid to the image of 
Buddha and nch presents were given On the second 
di} honours were paid to the Sim On the third day 
the god Siva received like honour 

For five long >ears riches had been collected and 
stored for the festival These now filled several hun- 
dred storehouses Everything was given away to the 
holy men, whether Brahman, Jain, or Buddhist The 
King gave away gems golden bracelets, necklets set 
with precious stones eveiy'thmg he had except his 
elephants, horses and arms 

The festival, which had opened with a procession of 
rajahs contmued for seventy-five days The assembly 
was then broken up, and Huien-Tsang departed upon his 
homeward journey First of all, however, he accepted 
the gift of a fur lined cape from Kumara the King of 
Assam and three thousand gold pieces packed on an 
elephant from the Emperor A rajah with a body 
guard of soldiers by the Emperors orders saw the 
pilgrim safely on his way Huien Tsang took back to 
Chma twenty horses laden with Buddhist books and 
relics of the Buddha 

King Pulikesin 

King Harsha was a great Emperor At a word from 
him countless warriors sprang to their arms Hia 
generals were brave and at a wave of his hand the 
wealth of kingdoms was brought to his feet. But 
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all the might of Harsha could not subdue the southern 
empire of the Deccan 

From the city of Vatapi m the Deccan the great 
King Pulihesm ruled hii. empire All the southern 
Kmgs of India bowed to him as overlord The kmg- 
doms of the Konkan and Southern Gujarat m the west, 
the kmgdoms of the fierce Pallavas m the east the 
ancient Chola I^mgdom of the south, all owTied sub- 
raiabion to the great Puiikesm 

The Kmg of far off Persia e\ en had heard of the 
fame of the Deccan Kmg and sent an embassy to the 
Indian Court "When Huien-Tsang \isited this Kmg- 
dom he uas shown the wonderful caves of Ajanta, which 
had been car\ ed by order of the Deccan monarchs In 
one ca\e he saw a pamting of the Persian embassy that 
Ind been received by the Kmg 

The great dynasty that ruled the Deccan was known, 
as the Chalukj’a Dynasty On one occasion Kmg 
Harsha himself led an army to mvade the southern 
Empire but the armies of King Puhkesm hurled the 
in\ader back and as long as the Chalukja Kmgs re- 
mained m power no enemies were allowed to cross the 
Narmada River and enter their countrj' 


KING RAJARAJA THE GREAT 

We have read how King Puiikesm defeated the great 
fightmg emperor, Harsha King Puiikesm was himself 
a conqueror His armies were so well trained that 
they defeated the other prmces of southern India , but 
the kmgdoms of southern India at this time were all 
strong and- waj:bk.R. n.wt tbn 

pnnces who ruled the Kmgdoms of Vengi by the 
Krishna nver, Palakka, which we now know as Palghat, 
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and Kanchi, or Conjeevcram There \\as also the 
famous family of Rashtrakuta, who formerly ruled the 
kmgdom of Maharashtra In later years, too, there 
sprang up the famous Ra)put princes of Devagin, 
ImowTi as the Yada\as Devagin was the ancient 
name of the city of Daulatahad 



After the death of the great Kmg Pulikesin there 
was much fightmg Sometimes the Pallavas were the 
strongest prmces of southern India , sometimes the 
Chalukyas and for a long time the Rashtrakutas w ere 
the strongest of all But m the far south there were 
three kmgdoms more famous ever than the kingdoms 
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of the Deccan These were the three ancient Dra- 
vidian kingdoms of Pandj'a and Chcra, and the Chola 
Kingdom 

In the country' of the Chola King stood the cities of 
Tnchmopoly and Kumbakonam Madura, an ancient 
seat of Tamil learning, was the capital of the Pandia 
Kingdom. The crest of the Madura King was a pair 
of fishes, whilst the crest of the western Kingdom of 
Chera was a bow Chera was the sea-coast Kingdom 
■of Malabar. 

Among the trades of the South Indian kingdoms 
was that of pearl fishmg, and merchants from Europe 
■even in those early times, used to visit these olden cities 
and buy pearls and other merchandise. Ships also 
used to come from China to the busy ports of southern 
India. 

About A.D. 1000 a great King was ruling over 
the Chola Kingdom. This was none other than 
Rajaraja-Deva the Great. King Rajaraja conquered 
all the southern kingdoms, and even the far-off king- 
dom of Kalmga. He subdued the fierce PaUavas, and 
defeated the famous Chalukyas. Before he died the 
Chola Empire extended over the whole of southern 
India and the Deccan King Rajaraja's capital w'as the 
famous city of Tanjore, and there he built a magni- 
ficent temple, on the walls of which was engraved the 
story of his many victones. 

Tlie Chola Empire not only bad a powerful army but 
also a navy. It w'as wth the help of his nav’y that the 
King conquered the island of Ceylon, which formed a 
part of his Empire 

The Chola King was a w'orshipper of the god Siva ; 
but he was, nevertheless, kmd and tolerant to the 
Buddhists m his Empire. 
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HOW THE PARSIS CAME TO INDIA 

It is a long story ho^\ the Parsis came to India, and the 
story begins in the lar-oH country of Arabia - 

Arabia is a strange land In many parts rain ne\ er 
falls, and there are large stretches of dry, sandy 'Oil, 
through uhich the green blades of grass, so cool and 
refreshing to the c>e, ne\er push their way Yet 
there are mountains m some parts of Arabia that touch 
the clouds, and on these the rains fall Inland, the vast 
desert stretches for miles and miles, and the sun blazes 
dowTi upon It fiercely hot But the water that falls on 
the mountains spreads beneath the earth, and here and 
there on the desert it spnngs to the surface and forms 
pools of \%ater Roimd the pools grow palms and 
choice green grass These pleasant green spots are 
called oases WTien "e speak of a long-washed-for thing 
we often liken it to on oasis m the desert. 

What ]o> must the Arab feel after a long, weary day, 
swaying along on his camel, when he spies m the dis- 
tance the shady palms that tell of water and rest ! Or 
if he IS nding on horseback, how the tired creature 
toihng beneath him must quicken his stnde as he sniffs 
from afar the cool water of an oasis I 

It was in the country of Arabia that the prophet 
Mahomed Avas bom 

Where the ram falls, there people live m towms It 
was m the city of Mecca, m Arabia, tW Slahomed was 
bom The Arabs were a fierce race of people There was 
much fighting between the people of the different cities 
of Arabia You remember faow Buddha tned to mend 
the misery of his countrymen Mahomed, m the sanie 
preached against the evil practices of his country- 
men, and urged them to lead better lives How' much 
weowe to the teaching of the great teachers of the past 
no one to-day can tell We can only show our thanks 
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by studying their words and deeds, and by striving to 
follow the good example they set us 

Mahomed preached to his fierce countrymen and 
urged them to be charitable and good The Meccans 
dro-N e him from their city , but the neighbourmg 
city of Medma welcomed him and ga-ve him safe 
refuge. 



The Arabs were a wamor race Wlien they 
accepted the faith of Mahomed they were anxious to 
make the whole world follow the prophet too After 
tlie prophet’s death, the head of the Mahomedin 
religion became known as the Khalifa Armies of 
Arabs set off to conquer the world at the biddmg of the 
Khalifas 
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One army came to India and conquered Smd 
far as the city of Slultan Other armies marched to 
Persia The cities of Pereia were sacked, and the 
people were made to renounce their religion and turn 
Mahomedan 

The religion of the Persians up to this time had been 
Zoroastrianism, preached long before by their great 
teacher Zoroaster They reverenced the Sun, to whom 
all things even hfe itself, is due For without the sun 
there would be no life upon our earth 

Now, the Persians were themselves a fightmg race 
^'ancient times, under their great Emperor Danus 
thej had made many conquests m Europe, and even the 
Greeks held them m dread So, many of the Persians 
chose to die rather than change their rebgion A large 
number, m order that they might remain true to their 
belief, left the country that they loved and set out to 
find another home, where they might hve m peace To 
what better place could they go than India, which as 
far back as the memory of man, has been first in hospi 
tahty, and tolerant to other religions and opmions ’ 
The Parsis therefore came to India And the west 
coast being the first they reached after leaving their 
own country, they settled m the neighbourhood of 
Surat and Bombay, which is their home to the present 
chj as e\ ery one know's 


KING MAHMUD OF GHAZNI 

At the city of Ghazni there reigned a great monarch 
Trnrieh 'ifia’mnu& "Tlie people oi Ghazm were ah 
Mahomedans, for all the countnes of Asia between Tibet 
and Arabia had been converted to the Mahomedan 
religion by the Arabs. 

E 
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The King hved m a beautiful palace in his city among 
the mountains In this palace were stored books and 
beautiful thmgs of art He was surrounded by poets 
whom he encouraged and praised and by many wise 
men of science Ghazni m those days was a great 
centre of art and leammg 

Now this monarch not only loved the arts but he 
was also a great a\amor In the fashion of the Maho 
medans of those days he thought no work so good as 
that of makmg other people Mahomedans He did not 
reason avith them and try to change their faith by 
peaceful means but he sacked cities and put to the 
sword all who would not change their faith So 
intolerant was he of other religions and so sure was he 
*hat Mahomedanism was the onlv true rehgion that he 
thought that he was doing a virtuous act every time 
he 1 died an infidel as he called those who were not 
Mahomedans 

So this great man who might liave used hi» strengtli 
in so many better ways set himself to make raids into 
India ind put to the suord all who would not give up 
the faith that had been the r own since the beginning of 
history 

I will not tell you of all the ‘emble domgs of King 
Mahmud s followers m Indn They plundered aties 
tore down temples killed the sacred Brahmans whom 
the Hindus revered set fire to villages and crops turned 
yellow cornfields into charred wastes and happy homes, 
mto rums Very different were these acts of Mahomed s 
followers from the brave good teaching of the prophet 
himself Yet King Mahmud and his soldiers believed 
that they were domg nght 

There was one great Hindu prmce however who 
tried hard to defend his country agamst the mvaders 
This was Jaipal the Hindu King of Lahore 

King Mahmud led an army from his country among 
the mountains down tr the pJams of Hmdustan and 
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pamped at the city of Peshawar Jaipal, with his 
hrmy of Rajput horsemen and foot soldiers, and 
many elephants, advanced to drive back the invading 
army 

The Hmdu army horsemen elephants and foot 
soldiers, moved forw’ard, eager to begin the fight The 
Mussulmans also advanced and both lines drew nearer, 
shootmg arrows at one anotlier At last they closed 
uith a crash The trunks of the elephants were cut by 
the swords of the Mahomedan warriors, and their legs, 
were pierced ^vith arrows Tummg they trampled 
upon the soldiers of the Hmdu army So fiercely did 
the Mussulmans mad with religious frenzy, attack the 
Hindus that they broke and fled Jaipd was bound 
With ropes and led before the Sultan 

Some of the prisoners had their arms tied behmd 
their backs, some were led by the cheeks and some were 
driven by blows on the neck Jaipal s necklace of 
brge pearls and rubies set m gold was taken from him, 
and he was then led about so that his sons who uere 
also prisoner might see his shame He was then set 
free and allowed to return to Lahore 

But the proud 'ind valiant Hmdu King felt that he 
could not live after this disgrace Overcome ■with 
shame and sorrow he threw himself into the flames of 
the funeral pyre and left his kmgdom to his son 
Anandapal 

Anandapal who was a brave Rajput wumor, would 
not submit to the Slahomedans He called the Raj 
puts to his aid All the Rajput Kings gathered together 
with their armies The Hmdu ladies melted their 
golden ornaments to proMde money for their soldier 
brothers and husbands So great was the Rajput host 
that Jlahmud did not dare to attack them for many 
days , so the Hmdus ad\anccd upon the Mussulmans 
Again the elephants took fnght and trampled upon 
the bra\e Hmdu soldiers, and Mahmud’s horsemen. 
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'dashing upon the broken ranks, drove the Hindus 
before them 

After this, Kme Mahmud could plunder as he 
pleased The sacred cities of Hmdustan were levelled 
to the ground, and the temples destroyed At Som- 
math the hrave Hindus defended their sacred temple 
for many days , but there they were also overcome 
Hindustan was never free from murder and pillage 
until King Mahmud died 


HOW RAJAH JAI CHAND HELD A 
HORSE SACRIFICE 

Iv the days of their greatness the kingdom of the 
'Gahar%var Rajputs of Kanauj was powerful and strong 
Their njah, Jaichand made conquests on everj' side 
He overcame many of the kings of the north on the 
further side of the Indus and took eight kings prisoners 
He twice defeated the King of Anhulnarra (Gujarat), 
and his kingdom stretched to the south of the Narmada 
nver In after years the wamors of Kanauj marched 
agamst the King of Ghor when that great conqueror 
led his Slussulman armies into Hindustan “ and turned 
the blue waters of the Indus into red waters ’ Jai 
chand would have conquered all the lands of the 
Rajputs if It had not been for one powerful prince 
This was Pnthwi Raj, the hero of Delhi, the famous 
King of the Chauhan Rajputs 

Now Jaichand, surrounded by wealth and proud 
of his conquests, determined to hold an Aswaitt^dfia or 
horse sacnnce, and proclaim himself the lord of King« 
Never m the meniory of man had happiness followed 
such a sacrifice Even the Pandavas them^'clves lost 
their kingdom after bolding their great horse sacrifice 
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JaicJnncl sent out invititions to pnnccs hr and near to 
come to the AtKcauedka at winch hia onl) daughter 
would choovj a liusliand 

\Mj''n the in\italion reached PnthvM Raj he was 
very angrj \SouId a Chatilnn admU the Kanauj 
King ns his overlord? He scorned to go to Kanauj 
at the bidding of laichmd 

Now, It IS said that Pnthwi Kaj liad once visited 
the cit> of Kanauj m di-^guise He liad there seen th'^ 



beautiful daughter of the Kmg and had fallen in lovar 
with her JIuch greater wns his anger then when 
he heard that at the saenfice she would choose a 
husband 

Every prmce of Hindustan came to the hall of 
saenfice the splendours of vihich are famed in song 
Only the lord of the Chauhans staved away 

During the Asaantedha all the menial duties of the 
palace of the kmg who held it had to be performed by 
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lesser kings. By doing this they acknov?ledged 
Jaichand a sovereign over all If one king stayed 
away the sacrifice could not be held So Jaichand 
caused a golden image to be made of the absent Chauhan 
king, and this he placed at the door to act as door- 
keeper. No greater insult could be offered to the 
Chauhan ivamor , for every one knows that the office 
of doorkeeper m the household is not one suited to 
the greatest of Rajput kmgs. 

So Prith\vi Raj determmed on revenge He made 
up his mind to stop the horse sacrifice, and avenge the 
insult to hi« name Callmg together a band of chiefs, 
he set out for the Court of Kanauj This band num- 
bered sixty five of his most famous chieftains, each of 
whom w'as attended by his own wamors With him 
went his friend Pujoon, the Rajah of Amber, and 
Govind Gahlot, of the house of Mewar ' 

Riding hard the Rajput wamors quicldy rode 
through the forest, and in the middle of the day entered 
Kanauj They cut through the Gaha^^va^s, who tried 
to stop them, and before the eyes of all the princes who 
had humbled themselves before the Gaharwar King, 
Pnthwi Raj seiz“d Jaichand’s daughter and bore her 
off With the princess m their midst, the Chauhans 
galloped off to Delhi 

The Kanauj wamors mounted their horses and 
pursued them, and for five days a fierce battle raged 
Each day the Chauhan wamors grew fewer, for many 
were slam On the first day Govmd and Pujoon were 
both slam ; but the brother of Pujoon. filled ivith 
anger, rushed into the battle, and did such deeds that 
they might have been the deeds of Kama himself 
On the fifth day the Chauhans, having beaten off all 
attack, arrived safely at Delhi Pnthwi Raj married 
the fair pnneess, and years after, when the Chauhan 
died, the heart-broken wafe sought death on the funeral 
P3T® 
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And while the Rajput Kings, secure m their 
strength were quarrelling among themselves, the 
Mussulman King of Ghor was invading their fair lands 
of Hindustan 


HOW PRITHWI RAJ FOUGHT THE 
INVADERS OF HINDUSTAN' 

Prithwi Raj, the King of the Chauhans, was boimd 
by the closest ties of friendship to Samar Singh, prince 
of Chitor, who had married the Chauhan king's sister 
In the ivars against Kanauj Samar Smgh often gave 
help to the Rajputs of Delhi 

Prithwi Raj had won many honours on the field of 
war The poet Chand of the Delhi Court, wrote a 
poem telling of the great deeds of the Rajput hero 
The Chauhan king had done so much fighting that he 
had now earned the nght to some peace and rest With 
the help of Samar Singh, pnnce of Chitor, he had found 
at Najore a great treasure that had lam hidden since 
ancient times This treasure helped to make him more 
rich and powerful than ever 

Now, the Rajputs of Kanauj and the Rajputs of 
Anhulwaira had ^ways been at war with the Chauhans 
The neira of the treasure that the Chauhan Kmg had 
found made them angry and jealous of him King 
Jaichand feared him so much that he and the Kmg of 
Anhulwarra asked the Afghans to help them to fight 
him It was a sad day for Hmdustan when a Hindu 
pnnce, of his own free will, invited foreign invaders to 
help him agamst a brother pnnce of Hmdustan. 

When the great Pnthwi Raj heard that the prmce 
of Ghor and Ghazni was invadmg Hmdustan, he called 
together an anny of Rajput wamors to defend their 
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countrj’ The King at the head of this annyof Rajput 
chiefs, marched against the Afghans and met them on 
the field of Taram (now known as Tiraon), not far from 
Kamal 

King Mahomed of Ghor was a great leader, and Ins 
soldiers were brave namors But nothing could with- 
stand the fierce lalour of the unbeaten Rajputs Tlie 
Mahomedan prince was wounded, and earned on a 
horse from the field, wlule his amy broke and ran for 
their lives There ne\ er had been a greater victory for 
Hmdu arms 

But the Afghan King was a i aliant man He could 
not bear the thought of defeat The Rajputs had 
scarcely settled down again in their homes before King 
Mahomed agam crossed the border with a huge army 
of one hundred and thirty thousand men 

Pnthwi Raj in his palace at Delhi surrounded by 
the pleasures of a Court was loth to take the field agam 
Mahomed marched further and further mto the land of 
the Chauhans At last Samar Singh the prince of Chitor 
alarmed at the approach of the Mussulmans led an 
arm> of Chitor Rajputs to help his fnend the Chauhau 
King How gladly the Rajputs of Delhi recex% ed their 
kinsmen of Chitor 1 With what shouts of joy did the 
people of the city greet the well beloved Samar Singh ’ 
And now Pnthwi Raj at the head of the Chauhans 
and many other Rajput pnnees who were his friends 
and with Samar Singh and the Chitor Rajputs marched 
out against the marauding Afghans No Hmdu army 
had ever had better leaders than the princes of Delhi 
and Chitor Pnthwi Raj the braiest of the brave 
Samar Singh cool and skilful in fight wise in the council 
chamber, and beloved by the wamore of Chitor and 
Delhi alie * 

The great fight between Hmdus and Mussulmans 
took place on the same field of Taram the field of 
former victory 'But what a disaster was now to 
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attend the Rajput arms * Samar Singh and his 
brave son were slam, together with thirteen thousand 
of the bravest ivamors of Chitor The numerous 
Afghans pressed on the Rajputs Pnthivi Raj himself 
was taken prisoner, fighting m the foremost rank, and 
his army was broken, slain, and captured 

Pntha, the ivife of the prmce of Chitor, on hearmg 
that her husband was dead, her brother taken captive, 
the heroic warriors of Chitor and Delhi “ asleep on the 
banks of the Caggar m the wave of steel jomed her 
lord through the flames 

Delhi, the capital of the Chauhans, was stormed by 
the ^vaITlors of Ghor, and the last Chauhan prmce was 
killed m Its defence 

Jaichand the Kmg of Kanauj, had worked the 
destruction of his rival The Gaharwars had seen the 
Chauhans destroyed , but their joy was shortlived 
The Mahomedans captured Kanauj, and Jaichand, the 
prince who had delivered up Hmdustan to an invader, 
nas drowned in the waters of the Ganges 

The Rajputs driven from their beautiful lands to 
the deserts of Smd and Central India, m after years 
beset by army after army, never owned defeat And m 
the wars that were to follow no name stands higher m 
the roll of fame than that of the brave Ranas of Chitor, 
^\hose forefather marched to the help of Pnthui Raj 
m the great war agamst the Mahomedan invaders 


HOW ALA-XJD-DIN TOOK CHITOR 

The Story or Padmim, pRihCESS or Chitor 

There js a story told of how Ala-ud-dm, the Pathan 
monarch conquered the fortress of Chitoi It is told 
by a poet of the time, and may not be strictly true , but 
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in the mam it is true, no doubt, for such thmgs did 
happen m those warlike days 

When Ala-ud-dm was reigning at Delhi, the Rajput 
pnnce who ruled at Chitor \vas Bhim Smgh Bhim 
Singh had married a princess named Padmim, famed 
in story and song for her beauty 

"Ihe monarch of Delhi was the greatest conqueror of 
his age His troops had marched to the furthest limits 
of India, slaying, bummg, and taking tribute from 
rajahs and pnnces His victorious general, Mahk 
Kafur, marched as far south even as the kmgdom 
of Sladura, \\hich he conquered He could call a 
thousand elephants into the field and myriads of 
horse soldiers He had never been defeated in battle, 
or thwarted by those around him His iviU law. 
In all India the Rajputs alone dared to defy the great 
Kmg of Delhi 

U tame to the ears of Ala ud dm that the most 
beautiful pnncess m the world was the wife of the 
pnnce of Chitor He had never subdued the Rajputs, 
and he determined to march an army against Chitor 
In course of time the Afghans reached Chitor The 
Rajput pnnce and princess locked themselves in their 
rocky fortress Below them, on every side, they could 
see the banners and hear the drums of the Pathan 
warriors 

For a long time the fortress was besieged, but the 
Pathans could make no headway against the valour of 
the Rajputs Ala-ud dm at last sent a message to the 
Rajput pnnce that if he would allow him to see the 
image of his princess m a mirror he would be satisfied 
and go away The Rajput could see no harm in this 
Ah«ud dm, imarmed, entered the fortress and saw the 
image as he had desired 

The Delhi Kmg had shown hi» confidence in the 
honour of the Rajputs bj entenng their fortress alone 
Blum Smgh, not to be outdone m generositj', to show 
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his confidence in the honour o! the Pathans walked 
also unarmed into the Pathan camp But the crafty 
Pathan hoping" to have this chance had prepared 
an ambush for the Rajput prince Bhim Singh \ias 
seized and earned away Ala ud dm now offered to 
deliver their pnnee to the Rajputs if they would 
deliver Padmmi to him 

Great was the rage of the Rajputs at this dis 
honourable act They told Padmini of what the 
Pathans had done and together they thought of a 
scheme to save both prmce and prmcess The 
prmcess sent word to the Delhi King that she would 
come to his camp but she must be accompanied by 
all her female handmaids in a manner fittmg to a 
Rajput prmcess The King agreed to this and no less 
than seven hundred palanquins were earned mto the 
Pathan camp One of them contamed the prmcess 
In the others \vere hidden seven hundred of the bravest 
wamors of Chitor 

Ala ud dm had no mtention of delivering up the 
Rajput pnnee He hoped to get both pnnee and 
princess m his power but he was to be outwitted this 
time No sooner was Bhim Singh brought fon^'ard 
than the Rajputs leaped from the palanquins sur 
rounded their pnnee and pnneess and cut their \\ay 
m a body through the Pathan wamors to their fortress 

The siege w'as renewed by the Pathans and raged 
fiercely for many days Hundreds of the brave Raj puts 
were slain , but Ala ud dm had met his match and at 
last gave up unable to o\ercome the Rajputs m their 
fortress of Chitor 


How CiirroR fell 

Ala ud dm could not forget his defeat at Chitor 
I*Iany years after he collected another strong army and 
•camped once agam round the vrall of the fortress The 
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Pathans besieged the fortress c^oseI 5 ^ They had 
tested the valour of the Rajputs once* and this^ time 
\\ent more carefully to work. They dug trenches, and 
moved nearer and nearer to the fortress. The Rajputs 
could take no rest day or night, for they never knew 
>i\hen to expect a Pathan rush at the N%-aUs. Time and 
time again the Pathans were hurled back, but they 
never tired nor slackened the attack. Eacli day, 
Rajput u'arriors were wounded and killed, and their 
numbers grew less. While there were so many of the 
Pathans that they never seemed to lose in vigour or 
numbers. 

At last, the Rajputs, overcome by numbers, seeing 
no hope left, resolved to die in one last fight. For a 
short hour more they must defend the walls while their 
uhes and sisters performed the johitr. The funeral 
pyre was lighted in the gr«it cavern beneath the 
fortress, and one after another, calml)' and peacefully, 
the Rajput ladies, some thousands in number, sought 
death in the flames. Tlie last of all was the fair 
l^admini. 

The Rana's son, inth a small band, now managed 
safely to pass through the enemy’s lines. The Rana, 
sure that his line was not e.vtinct, made ready to die. 
Calling around him his devoted followers, tliey threw 
open the gates. The warriors of Ala-ud-din rushed 
into the place, where the Rajputs threw themselves at 
them and fought till every one was slain. 

Thus ended the siege of Chitor. Not a Rajput 
fell ahve mto the hands of Ala-ud-din. Only the 
bare walls of the fortress were left for him to walk 
upon. 
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HOW BALBAN, THE KING OF DELHI. 
STAMPED OUT A REBELLION IN 
BENGAL 

After the death of Mahomed of Ghor Hindustan was 
ruled iormany centuries by the Pathan kin^s of Delhi. 
Some of these kings were good and kindly rulers, but 
many were harsh and cruel. Worst of all, there were 
some who strapped themselves up in their oun 
pleasures, and left the government of Hindustan to 
be carried on by the Court officials. Then u'as the 
time for robbery and crime. The fierce Pathan nobles 
had no one to hold them in check, and many were 
the deeds ot violence that occurred. Tliis was an 
unhappy time for the Hindu people. 

>King Balban was a powerful ruler, He was a stern 
man, who never smiled or joked with those around him. 
Everywhere he had spies who reported to him what w'as 
going on in his kingdom. One of Balban's own 
followers once caused a servant to be beaten to death. 
The dead man's widow went to the Sultan and told him 
what had happened. Balban was very angry when he 
heard this, and ordered the chief to be beaten to death 
in the presence of the widow. The King was stem, but 
he was very just too. 

When Sultan Balban came to the throne the roads 
of the Delhi Empire were unsafe tor travellers. Thou- 
sands of robbers hid in the jungles and pounced 
out upon people as they passed on their way. The 
first act of the king was to scour the forests and kill 
these robbers. Great numbers of them were put to the 
sword, and the roads of the kingdom were made safer 
than they had ever been before under JIussulman 
Tule. 

It happened at this time that a chief named Tughral 
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Khan ^vas Governor of Bengal, which was a province of 
■the Delhi Dmpire This Governor rebelled and declared 
himself Kmg of Bengal Tughral was a Turk, and 
a brave and generous man He was also a skilful 
soldier, and many chiefs threw m their fortimes with 
his 

The rebelhon of Tughril was a great blow to the 
Sultan, for the rebel had been one of his favourite 
slaves In his anger and sorrow the Sultan even lost his 
appetite AVhen he heard thatTughral was sinking corns 
in his owTi name anger came uppermost in the Sultan s 
mind He sent a general named Abtagm " the long 
haired ” known as Amir Khan, agamst his former sla\ e 
Tughral met the Sultan s army and put it to flight and 
many of the Sultan s soldiers joined the rebel army 
When the news of this defeat reached Balban his 
breast was filled with shame and anger He ordered 
Amir Khan to be hanged over the gate of Oudh 

The ne\t year the Sultan sent another army agamst 
Tugliral and this army was also defeated Many more 
soldiers went over to the rebels, who had much gold to 
give them The Sultan’s anger now knew no bounds 
Although the rams w ere falhng the aged monarch called 
together an army and marched at the head of it to 
stamp out the rebellion His army numbered two 
lakhs of men He collected boats and sometimes 
floating in them and sometimes wading through mud 
and water the army made its way throuejU the pouring 
ram 

So greatly was the Sultan's name feared that 
Tughral and his army fled taking with them their 
treasure and elephants The Sultan i flowed and 
aowed that he would never return to Dtllii or even 
thmk of Delhi, until Tughral was dead \t last the 
SuUan's anny was so near the rebels that i ^mall partv 
of forty horsemen suddenly came upon t 1 m in their 
camp Tlie rebels had no thought of danotr, for they 
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did not know that the Sultan's army was so near 
Some were washmg their dothes others were drmking 
wine and singing The dephants were browsing on 
the branches of the trees and the horses and cattle 
were grazing 

The forty horsemen drew their swords and shouting 
the name of Tughral dashed into the camp Tughral 
ran from his tent, and his army fled on ^ sides for 
they thought that the whole of the Sultan s army was 
upon them Tughral fell with an arrow in his side, and 
his head was cut off and taken to the Sultan Many 
prisoners were also taken among whom were the sons 
of the rebel chief 

The Sultan gave robes of honour to the forty horse- 
men and then made his way to the town of Laknauti 
Here a terrible scene took place All the sons of 
Tughral and those who had served him were slam and 
hung up along the whole length of the bazar at Lak- 
nauti, so that every one could see the revenge that the 
Sultan had taken The punishments went on for two 
or three days and the odookere turned sick with fear 
and horror No one could e\er remember such puni'^h- 
ments in Hmdustan 

The Sultan put the country under the rule of his. 
younger son to whom he granted a royal canopy 
When he was about to leave Bengal the Sultan said to 
his son ‘ Mahmud didst thou see ^ The prince 
was surprised at the question and made no answer 
Again the Sultan asked " Mahmud didst thou see ? 
The Sultan asked a third time and as his son did not 
reply, he said " You saw my punishments m the 
bazar ’ ’ The prince boned his head to shon that he 
understood " Then,' said the Sultan ‘ be sure that 
if any governor, though he were my own son, should 
raise a sword against the Sultan the same punishment 
would fall upon him as upon this Tughral Ay and on 
his wives and children afeo 
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Then this iron King- who had uttered this fierce 
w-aming gave some words ot good counsel and advice 
to his son and shed tears as he embraced him and bade 
him farewell 


HOW THE FIRST BAHMANI KING 
CAME TO BE CROWNED 

In tlie days of Pnnce Mahomed Tuglak who aftenvards 
became known as the mad Kmg of Delhi there lived m 
Delhi an Afghan named Hasan who was servant to a 
Brahman astrologer named Gangu The astrologer gave 
Hasan a pair of oxen as a rewardfor being a good serv ant 
and allow ed him to till and cultivate a small piece oi 
land One day when Hasan was ploughing his land 
tiie plough got fixed to something in the earth Hasan 
found that it was a chain fastened to a copper vessel 
which was filled with old gold coins Now the hnd 
was not Hasan s own The crops that grew on it only 
were his so he earned the treasure to his master 
Gangu happened to mention to Prince Mahomed 
Ins servant s honesty and the pnnee passed on the 
stpry to the King The monarch wus so pleased with 
the stoiy that he sent for Hasan and gave him the 
command of one hundred horse which was a first step 
in the nobility of those days 

The Brahman astrologer his former master told 
Hasan that he would some day become a great man 
He made him promise should he ever become a 
k.mg that he would take the name of Gangu and 
make him his minister Hasan promised his old 
mister that he w ould do this He then lef*- Delhi and 
set off to seek his fortune m the Deccan where Pnnee 
Mahomed who had now become king gave him a japr 

F 
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Now Mahomed Tuglak was not a good king He 
was cruel and untrustworthy If people were called 
to Court they went m terror of their lives for without 
reason the King would sometimes order people off to 
execution So there wrere many rebellions m his reign 
The Afghan nobles of the province of Gujarat rebelled 
against the King and when he marched against them 
they fled to the Deccan The Deccan tvas then a 
province of the Pathan Empire for it had been con 
quered by the warnor king Ala ud dm The Deccan 
nobles nevertheless gave the nobles from Gujarat 
refuge from the Kings anger 

When the King heard this it made him very angry 
He ordered the Governor o! the Deccan whose capital 
was at Daulatabad to send off all the Deccan nobles 
to Gujarat The latter were so afraid that the King 
would have them executed that they went mto rebel 
lion The Hindu Rajahs of the Deccan rejoiced at the 
chance of fightmg the Pathan Emperor They joined 
the rebellious nobles In a moment the rebellion had 
lighted up over the whole of the Deccan In a very 
short time Daulatabad had fallen to the rebel nobles 
They elected a leader among themselves, and honours 
were given to all who helped the rebelhon The title 
of Zaffur Khan was given to Hasan 

King Mahomed marched agamst the rebels but he 
failed to subdue them and m this fightmg Zaffur Khan 
won a great victory over one of the Kings armies 
When Kmg Mahomed s armiM had retired from the 
Deccan all the nobles decided that they would make 
Zaffur Khan their kmg In the year 1347 a crown was 
placed on his head and a black canopy was erected 
over his throne Coins ivere struck in his name with 
the title of Alla ud dm Hasan upon them 

From his capital city of Gulburga the King ruled 
wisely and well In accordance ivith his promise he 
made his old master, Gangu his mmister and added 
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the name ol Gangu to hfe own titles. The dynasty 
he founded became known as the Bahmani Dynasty. 
The word “Bahniani”is believed to be a form of the 
word " Brahman," taken by Hasan in honour of Gangu. 
The words " Gangu Bahmani " were engraved on the 
King's seal, and used by eacli king until the djmasty 
ended, a century and a half after. 

King Alla-ud-din Hasan ruled his kingdom for 
eleven years, when he died of a fever. He was once 
asked how he managed to become a king without 
money or armies. He replied, " By kindness to my 
iriends, generosity to my enemies, and by courtesy 
and liberality to aU man^d " 

The Bahmani Kingdom became one ol the most 
powerful of any that Imve been in India. Some of the 
Bahmani monarchs had three thousand elephants. 
The kingdom included Gujarat, and stretched as far 
north as the port of Daibul, on the Indus. The eastern 
langdom of Warangal paid tribute to the Bahmani 
kings. 


FIROZ 

The Father pf His Svpjects 

*We have read how Balkan ruled Hindustan with a rod 
of iron. He n-as a just king; but many of the kmgs 
of Delhi were not just, and many were very cruel. We 
\vUl read now of the pleasant rule of a mild and good 
Pathan king. 

Nearly a hundred years after Balban was king of 
Delhi a gentle prince named Firoz, of the royal house 
of Tughlak, came to the throne. Firoz was half Hindu, 
for his mother was a Rajput princess. He w'as a mild 
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and tender-hearted monarch, and had a horror of war 
and bloodshed 

The King s vizir at Delhi was a vsise and good man, 
a Hindu named Makbul Khan By the advice of tins 
vizir the taxes which the people had to pay were made 
less, and the ryots became well-to-do and happy Their 
homes were filled with com and goods , every one had 
gold and silver, and no woman was without her 
ornaments 

Tlie Delhi Kingdom began to grow nch and the 
Sultan now began to build fine cities One city that 
Firoz Shah founded was Fathabad Another was 
Jaunpur, and there were several others 

These new cities needed water, as all cities do So 
the Sultan caused a number of canals to be dug from 
the Jumna and Sutlej One of the®e, the Jumna canal, 
at the present day brings wTiter to the city of Delhi. 
Everywhere new bridges mosques and colleges were 
built, and old buildings were repaued 

Firoz gave each year a large sum of money to the 
poor, and to those who were too old to work for a living 
He also built hospitals for the sick He was a father 
to his people Mlien a man m his service grew too old 
to work, he would not dismiss him. but allowed a son 
to act for him 

Under Firoz all men liv ed happy and free from care 
There w ere no rebeDions for the people liked to be ruled 
by such a good and kmdly long 


TIMUR LENG 

Timur Leng, the Emperor of the Tartars, sat m, the 
palace of his city of Samarkand In his heart there 
was a desire to lead an army agamst the infidels , but. 
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he did not know if it should be against the people of 
China or the people of Hindustan. Uncertain whether 
to make war or not he opened his Koran, and the 
■first verse that met his eye was this ; O Prophet, 
make war upon infidels and unbelievers, and treat them 
■with seventy." • 

The great Tartar Emperor, descendant of the mighty 
Chengiz Khan, thereupon began to gather an army to 
make war upon Hindustan. ^\Tlat a number of enemies 
Hmdustan had in olden days ! 

In appearance this emperor was tall and stoutly 
built. His head vas large, his voice was loud, and he 
wore a long beard. One of his legs ■was lame, and one 
hand ivas maimed. 

The Emperor spoke to his sons and chiefs, and told 
them what he wished to do. One son, the ivarhke 
Pir Mahomed, who was Governor of Kabul, helped 
his father to gather armies. Another, ■who also wished 
■to go, told his father stories of the nches of India. 
He said that India was full of gold and jewels. There 
were seventeen mines of gold and silver, diamond and 
ruby, and tin and quicksilver, and the country was 
always green and pleasant, and there were sugar cane 
and many plants for making clothes. 

But others feared the dangers of Hindustan. They 
said that there were four defences to the land. First, 
there were five large rivers, and it w’as not possible to 
oross them without boats and bridges The second 
defence w’as woods and forests and trees, which twined 
together branch with branch, and made it very difficult 
to walk. The third defence, they said, w’as the soldiers, 
■the princes and Rajahs of the coimtry, that dwelt in 
the castles in the forest, and bred like w^d beasts. The 
fourth defence was the war elephants clad in armour, 
which marched in the front of the army, and were 
trained to lift a horse, with its rider, in their trunks, 
whirl him in the air, and dash him on the ground. 
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What little knowledge of India did the Tartars thus 
show by their speech * 

Other nobles said that Sultan Mahmud had con- 
quered Hindustan, so why should not they ? They had 
one hundred thousand Tartar horsemen to follow their 
atmr If they marched they would obtain the victory 
It was a sad day for India when Timur Leng made 
up his mmd to invade India The good emperor Firoz^ 
Shah had made the people rich and happy They 
sowed their seeds and reaped the harvest They had 
no fear of danger, for the memoiy of ivar and pillage 
had faded from their minds 

So Timur Leng the Tartar, at the head of his fierce, 
half civdwed horsemen, suddenly threw lumself upon 
the plams of peaceful Hmdustan Their object was 
to kill the infidels as they called all who had not the 
same religion as their own 

The Tartars sacked city after city, burned villages, 
and took a lakh of pnsoners, whom they led m chains 
on their march into Hindustan Their fame soon 
spread before them People heard of their commg" 
and fled, and the Tartar army passed through empty 
toivns and cities until they reached the plam of Panipat, 
outside Delhi Here, for the first time m their march, 
they met an army ready to fight them 

There stood the Indian army under their Sultan 
Mahmud, the Ust king of the house of Tuglilak. In 
the front line of the Indian army there were more than 
a hundred elephants, clad m armour, with poisoned 
swords fastened to their tusks The Indian soldiers 
had also firew orks to frighten the horses of the Tartars 
Timur was so much afraid of the Indian army, and 
the terrible elephants, that he would spare no men 
to guard his pnsoners He gave orders, therefore, for 
these unhappy people, a lakh in number, to be slam. 
Suddenly there was a roll of drums, and the battle 
began. The Tartars struck the elephants with .spears- 
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animals turned and scattered the Indian «oIdiers. 
Sultan ilahmud fled upon his elephant to Delhi, 
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trampling on the soldiers ^\ho were in his way The 
Indian army ivas routed and Timur had conquered 
Delhi 

The final temble act of the Tartars occurred inside 
the walls of Delhi Timur promised to spare the lives 
of the people but while his soldiers were looting the 
town quarrels arose, and the fierce Tartars did not 
cease to kill and capture till there \v3.s not one left alive 
in the city Timur had now done what he had set out 
to do and he marched away into the lulls of Afghanistan, 
leaving nothing but smoking cities and dead bodies 
upon his Ime of march He earned among the Hindu 
people the name of The Scourge of God ” 


MERCHANTS OF OLDEN INDIA 

Tnc PORTUCUESC AND ArABS 
Is the story of King Rajaraja the Great we read how 
the merchants of the ChoH Kingdom traded with the 
merchants of Europe Since ancient tunes the spices 
of India have been much prized by countries that cannot 
grow them The European merchants used to buy 
ginger pepper, cinnamon, cloves and many other spices 
to take to their own countnes The pearls of Malabar, 
diamonds embroideries, and the many beautiful things 
made by the craftsmen of Indiawerc alsofamed through 
out the world i 

Nowadays sfiips of every country cross the sea and 
carry goods to and fro; but this was not alwa>s so 
While the Pathan monardis were making re<ady to 
conquer Hindustan and the Rajputs were fighting 
among themselves the trading ships of onl> one nation 
were busy loading cargoes for Europe m the ports of 
JIalabar. Tlicse ships belonged to the Arabs 
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We have read how the Arab followers of Jlahomed 
became wamors, and carried their religion by fire and 
-sword into far countries But the Arabs were not 
■only wamors, they were also traders They were also 
bold sailors Their ships were not large ones such as 
sail across the ocean to-day But there were not so 
many people in the world then as there are now, and 
fewer goods were required So the Arab ahows used 
to sail between the Arabian ports of Jeddha, Aden, and 
]\Iuscat and the Indian ports of Calicut and Daibul, at 
the mouth of the Indus Some ships sailed up the 
Red Sea to the ports of Eg3T>t, and their goods were 
■earned to Cairo From there they w'ere taken to 
Alexandria where ships lay ready to carry them to 
Europe across the broad Mediterranean Sea 

Such a high price was obtained m Europe for Indian 
goods in the old days that the Arab merchants grew 
very nch, and their trade \vith India was \tvy ^aluable 
to them mdeed How angry they must have been 
then when another nation found a cheaper and better 
way of carrying Indian goods to Europe ' This nation 
was the Portuguese 

In the year 1497 ^ Portuguese sailor captain named 
Vasco da Gama was sent out by the King of Portugal 
from the port of Lisbon with four little ships, to go 
round the Cape of Good Hope and try to find India 
To understand how danng this voyage was we must 
fry to remember how little was known of the world in 
those days The sailors on Vasco da Gama’s ships did 
not know even that the world was round Any moment 
so far as they knew, they might reach the edge of the 
world and fall headlong mto space Yet this bold 
captain trusting to a Mussulman pilot whom he 
shipped m an African port, pointed his ships straight 
across the blue billows of Ae Indian Ocean 

The explorer safely reached the coast of India, and 
anchored m the port of Calicut He filled his ships 
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with cargo, and sailed back to Lisbon. There he was 
\veIcomed by his countrymen with great joy. He sold 
the goods he had brought from India at sixty times 
their cost. Never had such profits been made in 
Portugal I 

But voyages round the Cape, in the small ships of 
those da3*s, were attended with great risk. Of the 
•\-essels that had sailed from Lisbon with Vasco da Gama 
only half returned. The explorer’s own brother was- 
drowned in one of the WTecked vessels. 

Albuquerque, the Merchant Prince 

As soon as the sea route to India had been found, the* 
King of Portugal fitted out many vessels to go to India. 
Some of these were armed with cannons and powder 
and ball. The Portugueso were a fiery people. They 
were also zealous Christians. Thej' were very bitter 
indeed against tlie Jfussulmans, for not only Spain, 
but their own country, had been conquered in olden 
times by the warlike followers of Mahomed. Tliey 
had driven the Mahomedans, or Moors, as they named 
them, out of their countiyL But they bad never for- 
given the Moors for conquering them. How* pleased 
they were to be able to fight the JIussulmans in the 
Indian seas, and try to destroy their trade ! 

Tlie^' first of all began trade ivith tlie port of Calicut, 
which belonged to the kingdom ruled over by the 
Indian king named the Zamorin. By their side in the 
port Jaj' the dhoit-s from the ports of Arabia. The 
Portuguese commander wanted to get back to Portugal 
as quickly as he could to sell his goods. Tlie loading 
of his ships was not quick enougli to please him. So 
what did he do ? V'hy, he took the cargo from an 
Arab ship which w-as nearly ready* to sail, and filled his 
ship with it. This led to fighting, and the Portuguese 
did many cruel deeds. Once Vasco da Gama captured 
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an Arab fleet at Calicut* and cut off the hands, ears, 
and hoses of all the crews, eight hundred men in all. 
This conduct caused the Zamorin to quarrel with the* 
Portuguese, and he refused to trade with them. Tlie- 
Portuguese were obliged then to seek another port, 
and they sailed along the coast to Cochin. 

After some years of war and trade, the King of 
Portugal sent out a great man to carr}’ on the trade. 
This was Albuquerque. 

Albuquerque u'as a very 
zealous Christian. His mind 
was full of great ideas. He 
wshed to make his country 
the greatest in the world. 

But, like all his countrymen, 
he hated the Mussulmans. 

To stop their trade for ever, 
he asked the Kingof Portugal 
to send out men to Egypt, 
which was tlie richest pro* 
vdnee belonging to the Arabs, 
and dig a new channel for 
the River Nile, causing it to 
run into the Red Sea. By affokso de albcqueeque. 
taking all the water away he 

hoped to make nothing grow in Egypt, for Egypt 
depends entirely upon the waters of the Nile, and by 
this means he wished to deal a great blow to the 
Mussulmans. 

But Albuquerque, in spite of his fiery hatred of the 
IMussulmans, was a great man, and a patriot. He 
thought little of his owm gain. All he worked for ^vas 
the greatness of his king and country. Under his 
wise direction factories were built at many places on 
the Indian coast, and in the Straits of Malacca, and' 
even in far away China. The most famous of these 
were the settlements of Diu, Goa, and Malacca. But 
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these are only three of a hundred that Albuquerque 
founded The Arab ships m the Indian Ocean rvere 
destroyed For a short time the Portuguese were the 
greatest trading nation in the world 

They might have been a great trading nation to 
this day if the agents that came after Albuquerque had 
been as great as he But the traders who came out for 
the Kmg of Portugal in after years were no better than 
robbers To get rich quickly they robbed and slew 
Many of them turned pirates and thus they became 
the enemy of all nations whether Indian or European 
This was the unworthy ending of the great work of 
Albuquerque for his country Portuguese people to- 
day can be found ah over the world the descendants 
of the danng Portuguese sailors of olden times 

One of the fleets sent out by the Kmg of Portugal 
to India was blown from its course right across the 
Atlantic Ocean This fleet found the country of Brazil 
which has been peopled by Portuguese ever since that 
day 


BABAR THE BOLD 

About the time that the Portuguese were sending 
out ships to fight the Arabs of Calicut the famous 
soldier Kmg Babar was hghtmg for his kingdom in 
the mountains of Afghanistan It was the same 
prince who aften\ards conquered Hindustan 

You have read of the great Timur who ruled a wide 
empire from the city of Samarkand ^Vhen Timur 
died Ins empire brol e up His kmsmen fought amongst 
themseUes and duidcd the empire up into a number 
of kmgdoms Six generations after the death of 
Timur the young Prmce Babar came to the throne of 
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the kingdom of Fei^hana, which lay near the far-away 
Oxus river. Half Turk and half Mongol, the young 
prince was as ambitious as he was daring, and as 
generous and clever as he was brave. From the days 
of his boyhood his greatest wisli was to win for liimscit 
the city of Samarkand, and rule from there the great 
Empire of Timur. 

Babar was brought up among wars. In the country 
of the mountains there were many princes, each of 
nhom had a kingdom and army of his own. If one 
prince grew too powerful, llic others became jealous, 
and joined together to cause his downfall How difTi- 
cult was it then, for Babar, whose kingdom w as a small 
one, to win for himself the city and wide lands of 
Samarkand! ‘Vet the young prince twice captured 
Samarkand, and each time he was obliged to give it up. 

Sometimes Babar w’asat the head of a powerful army. 
At other times, after a defeat,- when liis men had left 
him to join some more powerful chieftain, he rode at the 
head of only a few hundred men. Yet through all his 
trials the young pnnee was ever full of hope Once, 
when his fortunes were at their lowest, Babar regained 
all he had lost by one bold stroke. He had set out on a 
conquest of Samarkand. But his allies failed him. He 
was obh'ged to return with his army over rocks, stones, 
and rugged paths. He lost his camels and horses on 
the march, and all his army deserted liim except two 
hundred and forty men. He called together his officers, 
and they talked together about what it wns best to do. 
Babar made up his mind that he alone,'with his small 
band, of faithful followers, \vouId try to take the great 
city of Samarkand. . ' ' 

On the ^^•ay Babar lost heart and wished he had not 
set out upon this perilous enterprise. He- laid himself 
down in a grove to sleep, and tliere he dreamt a dream 
that drove away all hts gloomy thoughts and urged 
lum to attack the city. *11115 dream is described m the 
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memoirs of his life, whicli Babar WTOte with his own 
hand. The prince’s small party, mounting their horses, 
reached the bridge of Moghat at midnight. From there 
Babar sent eight men before him to a low part of tlic 
-wall, near the Lo\‘er’s Cave. He led the remainder of his 
men to the Firoza Gate, and killed the guard. The 
gate was opened, and Babar witli his two hundred and 
forty followers rushed inside. Die soldiers shouted Ins 
name and made so mudi noise that the people, wakened 
from their sleep, fled as fast as they could. In this way 
Babar, when he was nineteen jears of age, won the 
city of Samarkand. 

At last Babar gave up the idea of conquering an 
empire round Samarkand in favour of the conquest of 
Hindustan. He invaded India four times without 
success. His own kingdom at this time was the king- 
dom of Kabul. As soon as he left Kabul for the plains 
of Hmdustan, his enemies attacked Kabul, and Babar 
was obliged to return. On t!»c fifth invasion the King 
reached the famous plain of Panipat, outside Dollii 
His army was a small one, numbering thirteen thousand 
men. Here he was met by the Pathan King of Delhi, 
Ibrahim Lodi, with a large army and a hundred 
elephants. « 

In the centre of the Moghul army the great guns 
were linked together with leathern ropes. 'Ihe Indiar 
araiy charged upon the Moghuls, but the latter did not 
give way. A body of Bloghul liorscmen on each side 
rode round the Indians, and attacked them from behind. 
The Indian army broke and fled. Nearly all the 
Pathan warriors round Ibrahim Lodi were killed. The 
dead body of the Indian King was found afterwards 
upon the field of battle. His head was brought to 
Babar, together with the prisoners and elephants, 

Six days after, public prayer was held in the mosque 
of Delhi in the name of the new Emperor of Hindustan, 
the first of the great Moghuls. 



ilC EMP£KOR BUILT HIMSELF A PALACE AT AGRA, AMD PLANTED A. 
GARDEN IN WHICH WERE ROSES AMD MANV BEAUTIFUL PLOVERS 





HOW HUSIAYUN LOST HIS KINGDOM 8i 

Babar whenhe became Emperor of Hindustan took 
the title of Padshah The Padsiiah had many battles 
to fight before every one would submit to him The 
greatest of his battles m Hindustan was fought with 
the Rajputs imder their brave leader the Rana Sanga 
of Qiitor In this battle the Rajput warriors liad to 
own defeat to the great Moghul soldier 


HOW HUMAYUN LOST HIS KINGDOM 

King Babar did not live very long after conquenng 
Hindustan He \vas taken lU of fe\ er and died leaving 
his conquests to his son Pnnee Humayun 

The young pnnee iras a brave and noble hearted 
man But he had a number of enemies m his new 
country Chief of these were Shcr Khan Sur anAfgban 
chieftam of Behar, and Bahadur Shah the powerful 
Kmg of Gujarat *■ 

In the war with the King of Gujarat he climbed one 
night with some of his men up the face of a solid wall 
of rock into a fortress and put to flight the soldiers 
who were defending it His bravery wit and pleasant 
manners made him a favounte w ith his people But 
he had one great fading that cost him bis empire He 
was too fond of pleasure and of idling away his time 
He won many victories But after a victory he would 
often return to Agra or make a pleasant camp and 
enjoy himself with mu^c and games Wide he was 
doing this his enemies would prepare fresh armies and 
again march against him Humayun had also a jealous 
brother named Kamran who was Kmg of Lahore 
This brother would never help him 

After many wars Humayun s army was at last 
broken up by treachery He was lying m camp ready 

G 
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to do battle with Sher Shah The latter proposed that 
they should enter into a treaty with one another so 
that both should be satisfied and cease to fight. 
Humayun being a brave and honourable man did not 
dream oi treachery But the treaty was only a ruse 
on the part of the crafty Afghan leader Whfle 
Humayun and his soldiers feeling secure slept m their 
camp the Afghans attacked them Nearly all Huma 
yun s soldiers were killed or drowned in the Ganges 
Humayun with the help of a common soldier managed 
to sivi/n the Ganges and escape When he reached 
Agra this noble prince rewarded the soldier by making 
him sit on the throne for half a day During this half 
day the soldier was allowed to give away as many rich 
presents to his friends as he liked 
1 In the Tie\t year Huma5run raised another army 
and fought the Afghans at Kanauj at the battle of 
the Ganges Many of Humayun s Afghan soldiers 
went over to the Afghan army of Sher Shih Humayun 
%vas defeated and had to flee to Rajputana With the 
small army that was left to him he marched further 
and further west%vard pursued by the Afghans They 
entered a desert and here a large part of his army got 
separated from him and at last he was left with only 
about t\\ entv brave men Once the little band found 
no Water for three whole days On the fourth day they 
came to a well The water was so deep doivn that the 
man dnvmg the bullocl s could not hear the drum 
when it was beaten to tell him that the water bucket 
"had reached the top 

At last they reached the town of Amarkot where 
the Rana took pity on them and was I md to them 
It was at Amarkot on the fourteenth of October a d 
1543 that a son was bom to the King This son was 
naired A1 1 ar 

Humayun next went to Kandahar and thence to 
Sistan m the kingdom of Persia Shah Tamasp the 
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3 Cmg of Persia invited the unfortunate monarch to his 
Court at Ispahan There he stayed for some little 
time and the King of Persia promised to help him to 
\vin back his kingdom 


SHER SHAH SUR AND HOW HmiAYUN 
WON BACK HIS KINGDOM 

■Sher Shah Sur s o^\'n name was Fand He belonged 
■to the Afghan family of Sur descended from the pnncely 
house of Ghor When Fand was a bo} being unhappy 
at home he left his father » roof and ^\ent as a common 
soldier m the service of the Governor of Jaunpur From 
this humble beginning he rose to be Eniperorc of 
Huidustan Fand had no powerful kindred to go to 
■^^hen he failed Havnng no one to depend upon but 
himself he dared not allow hunself to fall Sometimes 
m after life he used unfair means to gam his o\vn 
ends and he^\as not always true and lionourable m 
alibis dealings But still Fand ^s as in many u ays a 
great man He nas fond of reading history and poetry 
\Vlien Fand had served some years at jaunpur 
his father offered to mike over to him hi» jagir On 
taking oier the estate the young imn said that as the 
strength of a government depended upon }ustice it 
hoiild be his greatest care not to violate it This was 
1 \ery wise saying and Fand acted up to it He was 
just to the poor His fagtr was well cultivated tlie 
people had good crops and were well to do and his 
revenues from them were always promptly paid 

In course of time Fand lost his jagir Then he took 
service with the sou of the tving of Behar One day 
when the King was having a huntmg party a hon was 
Joused from its lair Fand ran straight at it and killed 
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the animal wth one blow of his sword. The King at 
once gave him the name of Sher Khan, or the “ Lion 
Lord," by which he has been known ever smce. 

virile still a young man Sher Khan visited the camp 
of Babar, and was presented to the Moghul Emperor. 
One day he was sitting at dmner in the royal tent. He 
had no knife with which to cut his food D^a^vmg his 
dagger, he used that and made a hearty meal “ This 
Afghan," said the Emperor, " is not to be stopped by 
tnfles, he may be a great man yet." 

Sher Khan rose steadily m the service of the King 
of Behar, until at last he became ruler in all but name. 

The young Kmg of 
Behar fled to Bengal, 
and asked the King of 
Bengal to help him 
dnve the young chief- 
tain away. The King 
of Bengal marched 
against Sher Ivlian ; 
but the Bengal army 
was defeated, and 
Slier Khan won many 
elephants and much 
treasure. 

He next obtained 
the strong fortress of 
Cliunar, and won the fortress of Rohtas, supposed to be 
the strongest fortress in the uorld. He is said to 
have « on this fortress by a trick. 

He told the Rajah who held Rohtas tliat he ivas. 
about to make wnr against Bengal He asked the Rajah 
if he would allow his family and treasure to enter the 
fort and remam there for safety during the war. If lie 
were killed, he said, he would much rather the Rajah 
had his treasure than any one else. The Rajah agreed 
to lal:c care ot tlic ladies, and made up hts mind that 
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-the treasure, once in his possession, should never leave 
it. So a long line of doolies made their way up the 
narrow road that led to the fortress. Behind them 
marched the cooUes bearing on their backs the money- 
bags. But in the dot^es there were not ladies, but 
-warriors, and in the bags not money, but bullets. In 
-the first few dooUes old women had been placed. The 
Rajah looked into these, saw that women were inside, 
and thinking all was right, alloived the remainder to 
enter. While he was counting the bags of money, the 
_Afghan w'amors leapt from their doolies, and took 
possession of the fort. 

Sher IChan in course of time became so strong that 
lie could engage in war with the Moghuls. He had 
already captured Gaur, the capital of the ancient 
kingdom of Bengal. He was no longer a Khan, or 
chieftain, but a King. He wtis no longer Sher IChan, 
but Sher Shah, the Lion King. We have read how he 
defeated Humayun by treachery, and how after the last 
battle with Hnmayun, he chased the Moghuls from the 
countrs'. He now, towards the end of his life, became 
Emperor of Hindustan. As soon as Sher Shah became 
Emperor he set to uorJc to act on the wise principles 
oi government that had helped him to rule his jagit so 
u’dl He built caravanserais along the great road, 
that stretched from Bengal to the Indus, two thousand 
miles long. He also planted fruit trees along it to 
give shade and fruit to the tired travellers. At every 
few miles he caused wells to be dug. He also started 
horse posts ; not only for carrying news to the govern- 
ment, but also for commercuif purposes. 

Sher Shah sent out governors lie could trust to all 
parts of his kingdom. Their duty %va5 not only to sec 
that tl'^ -ftere kept in good repair, but also to 
put down robbers and see that the revenues rvere fairly 
collected. 

It is said that in Sher Shah's reign a feeble * 
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woman with a basket of gold ornaments on her head 
might go on any journey No thief would go near her 
for fear of punishment from the Emperor s officers 
If Sher Shah Sur had been brought up more kmdly, 
and had not spent a life of fighting for success d he 
had been bom a prince and brought up m his owm home, 
he might have been a very great and good king indeed 
After Sher Shah died he was succeeded by Ins son 
Sahm or Islam Sur AU the power fell into the hands 
of his mmister Hemu The empire fell into confusion 
Not many years after the brave Humajrun with the 
help of the King of Persia inarched into Hindustan 
at the head of an army He and his trusty general 
Bairam Khan who had kept true to him through all 
his misfortunes won a great battle at Sirhmd and 
marched to Delhi where Hwmayun once more took 
possession of his kingdom Humayun did not live long 
to enjoj the fruits of his victory He slipped one day 
upon tlie stone steps of the palace at Delhi and died 
from the fall 


AKBAR THE GREAT 

Akbar Padshah was one of the greatest and noblest 
kings that ever lived He was so great and strong 
himself that he could forgive all who fought against 
him for he knew that he could always overcome them 
Bemg generous and noble he gathered many great 
and good men round him So well was be Io\ed and 
respected that his followers would gne their \eiy 
lives for him 

Once when the Emperor was travelling from Ajmir 
to Agra a large tigress walked mto the road The 
Cmperor alighted from his horse and fired his musket 
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'll it The hall grazed the fierce creature s face arvd 
made it funoiis It rushed at tlie King uho again, 
fired and wounded it At this moment a brave follow ef 
in the Emperor s tram boldlj placed an arroii to hi$ 
bow and shot at the anunal The tiger which vas 
making for the Emperor now leaped upon its new 
assailant It brought 
him to the ground 
nnd tried to seize 
his head Tlie brave 
soldier thrust his 
hand into the tiger s 
mouth and saved 
himself for the 
moment He drew 
his dagger and drove 
it into the tigers 
side But before his 
friends could kill the 
tiger he ms so ter 
nbly mauled by the 
tiger s teeth that he 
died fromlus u ounds 
and so gave bis life 
for tlie Emperor 
The Emperor s 
reign uas taken up 
with Nvars In erveiy battle his soldiers showed the 
same devotion to him The Emperor in turn was 
thoughtful of them M hen he \i as making war against 
the Rajputs and was att'ickmg the strong fortress of 
Clutor he did not force any man to do the dangerous 
u ork of digging trenches up to the walls of the fortress 
Insteid he offered plcntyof money to those uho uere 
brat e enough to undertake the task 

Akbar was a gcnetcras prmce He not only spared 
the Ii\ es of rulmg pnnces who fought agamst him but 
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also of those near him who turned against him Wlien 
Akbar first came to the throne he placed great trust in 
his father’s faitliful friend and general, Bairam Khan 
This general was known as Khan Khanan, or “ Noble 
of Nobles ” and was the prince’s tutor. 

It was the good advice of this strong-minded and 
faithful fnend that enabled Akbar to defeat Hemu and 
secure the throne of Delhi For when Humayun, his 
■father, died, Hemu took Delhi, and marched agam«t 
Akbar with an army many times as large as the Idoghul 
army AH Akbar s counsellors wanted him to leave 
his Delhi Kmgdom, and retire to Kabul Bairam Khan 
alon^ would not hear of \t The young pnnce resoU ed 
to fight, and although Hemu fought bravely, he was 
overcome by the steadiness and \alour of Akbar's army, 
nnd the wse lending oi Bairam Kiian 

Now, Bairam Khan's chief fault was that he was 
very proud and headstrong He had been the chosen 
counsellor and trusty fnend of Akbai’s father m his 
wandenngs and exiles He had helped him to w m back 
his kingdom He could not make up his mmd to giie 
up all his power to the joung soiereign Moreover, 
Burim Khan's overbeanng waiys had made for him 
minv crafty enemies v^ho made miscluef between the 
King and his tutor Akbar, behevang m the good faith 
of his old fnend, would not listen to slanders against 
him But in spite of this misunderstandings and sus- 
picions arose Bairam Khan was less and less inclined 
to give up his power to Akbar and at last the >oung 
pnnce was obliged to break away from him 

Bairam Khan began to rebel But he could not 
make up his mmd to fight against his young pnnce. 
His heart vsns not in Ins rebellion At last he sent his 
•slave to the King and begged for pardon Akbar sent 
hi5 promise cl loi^ivencss, and bide him come to (he 
Court On entenng the Court the aged counsellor 
himg Ills turban round his neck, and, advancing 
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rapidly, threw himself, m tears, at the foot of the 
throne. 

Akbar stretched forth his hand and raised him up, 
and placed him m his old station at the head of the 
nobles But Bairam Khan, although forgiven, could 
not forgive himself, and set out on a pilgrimage to 
Mecca On the journey he met his death 

And so Akbar lived through his long reign, ever 
winning fresh friends and widenmg his territories At 
ills Court Mere Abul Fazl, the counsellor and historian, 
his greatest fnend , Faizi, the poet , Rajah Todar Mai, 
the wise Rajput mmister , Rajah Man Smgh and Rajah 
Bhagwan Das, and men beanng many other Rajput 
names famed for their braverj' All m his kingdom, 
Mhatever their religion were made welcome to his 
Court There v\ere Raiput princesses among the Em- 
peror’s vvives Rajah Todar Mai, the King’s mmister, 
continued under Akbar the wisesjstem of government 
of the great Pathan King SherShah The roads were 
kept free from robbers and the taxes v ere fair Every 
one N\as happy and contented and rejoiced in peace 
after the troublous rule of the Pathan kines of 
Delhi ^ 
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subahs, and collected the revenue, w-as a Rajput, This 
was Rajah Todar 5 Ial. 

The Emperor died in the year 1605, after a reign of 
fifty years. The story of the rei^ is told by Akbar’s- 
friend, Abul FazI, in his book entitled " Ain-i-Akbari.’” 


A BRAVE QUEEN 

We read how the Bahmant Kingdom was founded 
in the Deccan by Hasan, and how his dynasty became 
known as the Gangu Bahmani Dymasty^ The Bahmani 
Kingdom rose to greatness and prosperity. WhUe 
Babar, the Sloghul, was fighting against his enemies 
in Afghanistan the Bahmani Kingdom was the most 
powerful in India. But its period of greatness at last 
came to an end, and before Babar marched into India 
the Bahmani Kingdom had split up into a number 
of smaller kingdoms. Tlie separate kingdoms thus- 
formed were the kingdoms of Berar, Bijapur, Bidar, 
Ahmednagar, and Golconda. It is the kingdom of 
•Ahmednagar with which this story deals. 

‘ After eight kings of the Nizam Shahi Dynasty had 
ruled over Alunednagar there was no direct heir to the 
throne. The nobles quarrelled among themselves as to 
who should be king. A great Abyssinian general of the 
Ahmednagar kingdom wanted one thing, the minister, 
Jlian Manju, wanted another ; while Chand Bibi, the 
aunt of the last king, wanted to have her way also. So 
there was much discord in the Ahmednagar Kingdom. 

Now there were so many Abyssinians in the kingdom 
at that tune, and the Abyssinian party grew so strong, 
that Jlian Slanju nTote for help to Prince LIurad, the 
son of the Emperor Akbar, who was then in Gujarat. 
The minister then left the Court, leaving the city of 
Ahmednagar in the charge of Chand Bibi. 

. The name and fame of Akbar and his invhicible 
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•army in those days filled all enemies wnth dismay The 
news reached Chand Bibi that Prmce Murad at the 
iead of an army of Moghuls and Rajputs was marching 
towards her city Did Chand Bibi lose courage ^ Her 
two great leaders were away with the armies of Ahmed 
nagar She had only herself and some few thousands 
of soldiers to depend on Yet m spite of this she did 
not lose heart for a moment She trusted m the strong 
high ivaUs of her city and m the courage of those around 
her She got ready powder and hall for the guns on the 
walls and brought m as much food from the country 
round as could be found Then she waited for the 
attack of the armies of the great Padshah 
♦ One day the lady governor looked out over the 
walls of her city and there on the northern face she 
saw the Moghul armies appear The Moghuls had 
besides foot and hor»e soldier* many guns and engineers 
The city lay perfectly quiet On the second day its 
•defenders saw Prmce Murad leav e the camp and advance 
with some engineers and general* toward* the city He 
was giving orders to the engmeer* to make trenches 
to protect his soldier* from the bullets He was telhng 
the generals w here to roov e their soldiers M ith what 
anxious eyes must these preparations have been watched 
by those who were pent up in \hmednagar • 

The walls of Ahmednagar were so high that no 
soldiers could hope to climb over them and so wan the 
city First of all hole* or breaches as thej are called 
must be made to allow the soldiers to go through So 
the Moghul engmeers set to work to build tunnel* 
towards the city until they Ind tunnelled right under 
the walls There they meant to place bag* of gun 
powder \vith which to blow the wMls up 

Meamvlulc Chand Bibis soldiers ■set to work also to 
dig tunnels along their walls so as to find the Moghul 
mines and destroy them Tliej found three of them, 
but before they could find tlie otlier two the mmes 
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were fired. There \\as a loud explosion, and a thick 
cloud of dust rose, Wien this dispersed a great hole 
in the NV’all was revealed to botli besiegers and besieged. 
The Moghul soldiers advanced to the brcacli, and imme- 
diately the Ahmednagar captains began to run away. 
Not so Chand Bibi. Putting on armour, uitli a veil 
over her face and a naked suord in her hand, she flew 
to defend the breadi. Her captains regained their 
courage, and the common soldiers rallied round her. 
Try as the Jfoghuls would, they could not fight their 
way in through the brcacli. The ditch in front of the 
walls \vas filled uith dead bodies, and when evening 
came the Moghuls were obliged to retire. 

The deeds of the brave Chand Bibi were admired 
not only by her own followers, but also by the soldiers 
nt Akbar. From that day she was known, not as 
Chand Bibi, but as Chand Sultana All night long she 
stood seeing to the mending of the breach, and by dawn 
the broken wall was seven feet liigli. Tlio next day 
she sent to the absent generals asking them to come to 
her help as quickly as possible. Tlic message fell into 
the hands of Prmcc Murad. He was so full of admira- 
tion of the Queen’s braserj' that lie did not destroy 
the message, but sent it on by one of his own soldiers. 
After this fight the Moghuls ceased to attack Alimed- 
nagar, and made a treaty. And so the brave Queen 
saved her country's independence. 


JEHANGIR 

Is the reign of the Great Moghul, Jehangir, son of 
Akbar, King James the First of England sent an 
ambassador to Hindustan The news had reached 
England that Hindustan had been conquered, and 
w as ruled over by a great Emperor. King J ames w ished 
to be on fnendly terms ivith this great monarch of 
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army m those days filled all enemies \vith dismay Tlie 
news reached Cliand Bibi that Prince Murad at the 
head of an army of Moghuls and Rajputs was marching 
towards her city Did Chand Bibi lose courage ^ Her 
two great leaders were away with the armies of Ahmed 
nagar She had only herself and some few thousands 
of soldiera to depend on Yet m spite of this she did 
not lose heart for a moment She trusted in the strong 
high walls of her city and in the courage of those around 
her She got ready ponder and ball for the guns on the 
walls and brought in as much food from the country 
round as could be found Then she waited for the 
attack of the armies of the great Padshah 
t One day the lady governor looked out over the 
%valls of her city and there on the northern face she 
saw the Moghul armies appear The Jloghuls had, 
besides foot and horse soldiers many guns and engmeers 
Tlie city lay perfectly quiet On the second day its 
•defenders saw Pnnce Murad leave the camp and ad\ ance 
with some engineers and generals towards Ihe city He 
was giving orders to the engmeers to mal e trenches 
to protect his soldiers from the bullets He was teUmg 
the generals where to move their soldiers With what 
anxious eyes must these preparations have been watched 
by those who were pent up m Ahraednagar I 

The walls of Ahmednagar were so high that no 
soldiers could hope to climb over them and so win the 
city First of all holes or breaches as they are called 
must be made to allow the soldiers to go through So 
the Sloghul engineers set to work to build tunnels 
towards the city until they had tunnelled right under 
the walls There they meant to place bags of gun 
powder %vitli which to blow the walls up 

Meanwhile Chand Bibis soldiers set to work also to 
dig tunnels along their walls so as to find the Moghul 
mines and destroy thran They found three of them, 
blit before they could find the other two the mines 
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were fired. There was a loud explosion, and a thick 
cloud of dust rose, ^^^len this dispersed a great hole 
in the was revealed to both besiegers and besieged. 
The Moghul soldiers advanced to the breach, and imme- 
diately the Ahmednagar captains began to run away. 
Not so Chand Bibi. Putting on armour, with a veil 
over her face and a naked sword m her hand, she flew 
to defend the breach. Her captains regained their 
courage, and the common soldiers rallied round her. 
Try as the Moghuls would, they could not fight their 
way in through the breach. The ditch in front of the 
walls was filled with dead bodies, and when evening 
came the Jloghuls were obliged to retire. 

The deeds of the brave Chand Bibi w'ere admired 
not only by her own followers, but also by the soldiers 
of Akbar From that day she was known, not as 
Chand Bibi, but as Chand Sultana. All night long she 
stood seeing to the mending of the breach, and by dawn 
the broken wall was seven feet high The next day 
she sent to the absent generals asking them to come to 
her help as quickly as possible The message fell into 
the hands of Prince JIurad He was so full of admira- 
tion of the Queen's bravery that he did not destroy 
the message, but sent it on by one of his own soldiers. 
After this fight the Moghuls ceased to attack Ahmcd- 
■nagar, and made a treaty. And so the brave Queen 
saved her country's independence. 


JEHANGIR 

In the reign of the Great Moghul, Jehangir, son of 
Akbar, King James the First of England sent an 
ambassador to Hindustan. The news had reached 
England that Hindustan had been conquered, and 
was ruled over by a great Emperor. King James wnshed 
to be on friendly terms wnth this great monarch of 
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army in those days filled all enemies \nth dismay Tlie 
news reached Chand Bibi that Pnnce Murad at the 
head of an army of Moghuls and Rajputs ^\as marching 
towards her city Did Chand Bibi lose courage ^ Her 
two great leaders ere away with tlie armies of Ahmed 
nagar She had only hei^elf and some few thousands 
of soldiers to depend on Yet m spite of this she did 
not lose heart for a moment She trusted m the strong 
high walls of her city and in the courage of those around 
her She got ready ponder and ball for the guns on tlie 
walls and brought in as much food from the country 
roimd as could be found Then she waited for the 
attack of the armies of the great Padshah 
t One day the lady governor looked out over the 
■walls of her city and there on the northern face she 
saw the Jloghul armies appear The Moghuls had, 
besides foot and horse soldiers many gims and engineers 
The city lay perfectly quiet On the second day its 
•defenders saw Prmce Murad lea\ e the camp and ad\ ance 
With some engineers and generals, towards ihecity He 
was giving orderb to the engmeers to make trenches 
to protect his soldiers from the bullets He was telling 
the generals where to move their soldiers With what 
anxious eyes must these preparations hav e been w atched 
by those who were pent up m Ahmednagar • 

The walls of Ahmednagar were so high that no 
soldiers could hope to climb over them and so win the 
city First of all holes or breaches as they are called 
must be made to allow the soldiers to go through So 
the Moghul engmeers set to work to build tunnels 
towards the city until they had tunnelled right under 
the walls There tliey meant to place bags of gun 
powder with which to blow the wills up 

Meanwhile Chand Bibi s soldiers set to work also to 
dig tunnels along their walls so as to find the Moghul 
mines and destroy them They found three of them 
but before they could find the other two the mines 
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were iired There was a load explosion, and a thick 
•cloud of dust rose. When this dispersed a great hole 
in the wall was revealed to both besiegers and besieged. 
The Moghul soldiers advanced to the breach, and imme- 
diately the Ahmednagar captains began to run away. 
Not so Chand Bibi. Putting on armour, with a veil 
over her face and a naked sword m her hand, she flew 
to defend the breach. Her captains regained their 
courage, and the common soldiers rallied round her. 
Try as the Moghuls would, they could not hght their 
way in through the breach. The ditch in front of the 
walls was filled with dead bodies, and when evening 
■came the Sloghuls were obliged to retire. 

The deeds of the brave Chand Bibi were admired 
not only by her oivn fbUoweis, but also by the soldiers 
of Akbar From that day she was known, not as 
Chand Bibi, but as Chand Sultana. All night long she 
stood seeing to the mending of the breach, and by aaivn 
the broken wall was seven feet high The next day 
slie sent to the absent generab asking them to come to 
her help as quickly as possible The message fell mto 
the hands of Prince Murad. He was so full of admira- 
tion of the Queen’s bravery that he did not destroy 
the message, but sent it on by one of his own soldiers. 
After this fight the Moghub ceased to attack Ahmcd- 
nagar, and made a treaty. And so the brave Queen 
saved her country's independence. 


JEHANGIR 

In the reign of tlie Great Moghul, Jehangfr, son of 
Akbar, Kmg James the First of England sent an 
ambassador to Hindustan The news had reached 
England that. Hmdu^tarv had heen conqneted, and 
A\-as niled over by a great Emperor. King James ivished 
to be on friendly terms witii this great monarch of 
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Hindustan, and he hoped that trade i\ould grow side 
by side wth such friendship Sir Thomas Roe, the 
ambassador, landed at Suiat, where an English factory 
liad already been built, and from there made his Avay 
to the Court of the Great Moghul at Agra 

Sir Thomas Roe was a high-mmded and learned 
man He was also a courtly gentleman He knew no 
fear, and allowed none of die Moghul nobles of Surat 
to treat him badly, as they were wont to do strangers 
in those days 

The Emperor knew little about the Enghsh He 
did not know that they were a great and civilized 
people and that their King was one of the first monarchs 
of Europe Sir Thomas Roe set himself to show to the 
Emperor the dignity of the monarch whom he repre^ 
sented He stayed at Agra two years, and saw a great 
deal of the Emperor But he could never make the 
monarch understand that there were other kings living 
as great and powerful as he 

In spite of the opposition of the Portuguese at 
Agra, who did their bkt to embitter the Emperor's 
mmd against the Englishman, firmans were granted 
giving rights of trade to the English 

Sir Thomas Roe kept a diary of what he did and 
saw while m India, and described m this diary the 
doings on the Emperor’s birthday It gives us an idea 
of the magnificence and splendour of the Court of the 
Great Moghul The King s burthday was the first of 
September On that day, m a very large and beautiful 
garden ornamented wuth water and flowers and trees, 
were set up some scales of solid gold The cross beam 
of the scales was made of coarser metal with a thin 
layer of gold upon it The edges of the scales were 
studded with small stones, rubies and turquoises The 
chains were of gold, large and sobd, strengthened with 
silken cord Round about, the nobles sat upon carpets 
until the King came 
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At last the icing appeared, laden wth diamonds, 
Tubies, pearls, and other precious stones. His head, 
■neck, breast, arms, \\Tists, every finger, were covered 
with jewels, or fettered with golden chains. There 
were rubies as large as walnuts, and pearls of great 
size and beauty. Diamonds sparkled among the more 
sombre stones. The Emperor stepped into the scales 
and sat there while bags of silver were placed in the 
other pan equal to his weight. Then he was weighed 
against gold and jewels, and again against cloth of 
gold, silk, linen, spices, and many other kinds of goods. 
LasUy against butter and com, which was intended for 
the baniyas. Afterwards all these things were given away. 

The real ruler of Hindustan during the greater part 
of Jehangir’s reign was not the Emperor, but liis wife, 
Nur Mahal. Nur Mahal was a Persian lady whom 
Jehangir had seen at his father’s Court. He rvished to 
marry the beautiful Persian, but his father, the 
Emperor, would not allow' this, and caused her to be 
married to Sher Khan, a noble of Bengal. \\Tien Sher 
Khan died Jehangir had become Emperor. He sent 
for Nur M^al, and offered to make her his queen. 
Tor six years the Persian lady mourned her dead hus- 
band, but at last she consented to become Jehangir's 
wife," and came to Delhi. 

Nur Mahal was as clever as she w as beautiful. The 
Emperor sought her advice more and more until at 
last she became m all but name the ruler of the Empire. 
Her first name, Nur Mahal, or " Light of the Palace.” 
was changed to Nur Jehan, " Light of the World.” 
She was generous and chantable. She used to help 
girls who were too poor to get married from her own 
purse, and thousands were grateful for her generosity, 

Jehangir ^vas much given to dnnk, and was too fond 
of pleasure to make a good king. He owed a great 
deal to the wisdom of Nur Jdian Begum for the govern- 
ment of his empire. 
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SHAH JEHAN 

Durivg the reign of Shah Jehan the son of Jehangir. 
the Moghul Empire reached its greatest prospenty 
Several tra\elleri. who \jsited India about this time- 
wrotc descriptions of their travels Chief of these 
Mere the French travellers Tavernier and Bernier 

The Court of Delhi was the centre of the Empire, 
vhere aU vas unt and gaiety TTie expense of keepmg 
up so splendid a Court was very heavj, and the taxes 
were therefore also heavj But the provinces did not 
rebel for if the taxes were heavy they were also fair 

Shah Jehan reigned for man> years the centre of 
all this magnificence AU the conquests bad been 
made the Emjierors nho came before him HiS 
empire u as prosperous and large revenues were coming 
in So the Emperor set to uork to build beautiful 
buildings m the great cities of his empire The earlier 
!Moghul Emperors had also built many beautiful build- 
ings but they were simpler and less costly than those 
that Shah Jelnn now erected The most famous of 
all uas the tomb the Emperor built m memory of his- 
beloved uife Slumtaz Mahal It was designed by an 
Italian built of solid marble set wath precious stones 
Thousands of Indian workmen spent many years oi 
their lives upon it before the work was done Each 
daj, maybe the Emperor glanced from the red stone 
windows of his palace at Agra to see how the work 
went on Gradually the biding rose until at last 
it was completed and stood gleammg white m the 
early morning sun while the nver flowed slowly past 
it to the walls of the palace The building is known 
as the Ta] ilahal 

Withm the Agra fort the Emperor built the beautiful 
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Pearl ATosque. At Delhi, a new aty named Shahjehana- 
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bad ,vas bmit at the Emperor’s command, and there 
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also a fort and palace were built In this palace were 
the famous halls of audience the Diwan i Am or Hall 
of Pubhc Audience and 
the Diwan i IChas or 
Hall of Private Audi 
ence In the latter can 
be read to«day m Per 
Sian the motto If 
there be a paradise on 
earth it is this it is 
this 

In Shah Jehan's old 
age his four sons grew 
impatientforthethrone 
They each wished to 
become Emperor So 
anvious w ere they that 
long before their fatlier s 
term of life was over 
they began to fight for 
“Taj MAHAt, SEEN FRO I THE PALACE thc thtone In the end 
wiviio V AT AGKA Aunmgzeb overcame 

*7 J} brothers and made 

himself Emperor He 
locked up the poor old Emperor his father in his Agra 
palace for the last se\en jears of his life 



HOW SIVAJI THE MARATHA CHIEF, 
FLOUTED THC GREAT MOGHUL 

The Emperor Aurungzeb was astrong minded ruler and 
a sincere man He was so sincere in his faith tint lie 
could not belie\c in the nghteousness of uiy other 
faith and ho wanted the whole of India to fall m with 
his Mews He lacked indeed the broad spirit of tolera 
tion that led the great Akbar to sec what was good 
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in all religions and people. Aurimgzeb set a high 
example to his subiects by the simplicity of his own 
life. Although surrounded by the wealth and luxury 
of the Moghul Court, he scorned to decorate himself 
\vith ornaments and jewels, but dressed simply, ate 
simply, and drank no wine. He wus never idle, but 
in his spare time occupied himself m ivriting the sacred 
scriptures, or in similar work of devotion. 

He would not tolerate the Hindu religion, nor the 
Shiah dynasties of the Deccan, the Mussulman king- 
doms of Golconda and Bijapur, for he belonged to the 
Sunni sect. 

After Aurimgzeb had ruled for a little while, he 
began to take steps against the Hindu religion. He 
revived the jaziya tax which the Pathan lyings used 
to levy on Hindus. The Hindus naturally disliked 
this tax, and the brave, high-spirited Rajputs, uho 
had served Akbar so loyally and uell. began to grow 
lukewarm towards Aurungzeb. But it was in the 
Decc^’n that the Hindus first broke into open revolt 
a^mst the Emperor. 

In his palace at Delhi sat Aurungzeb, the powerful 
Emperor, At a word from him ten thousand men would 
spnng to arms. A frowm upon his brow caused the 
bravest to tremble. It uas he who controlled the lives 
of uncounted numbers and the accumulated treasures 
of India. Ever since Akbar had conquered Hindustan 
the name and fame of the Moghuls carried terror to 
the hearts of all uho opposed them. Yet in spite of 
this, in the comer of the Deccan, a young Ivlaratha lad, 
scarcely a man, dared to brave the might of the whole 
Moghvd Empire. This was no other than Sivaji, a 
chieftain descended from the Rajahs of Devagin. 

Have you ever heard ot the fortress of Raigarh, 
perched on a rock of the Western Ghats ? Th s was the 
fortress that Sivaji built for himself and his band of 
daring warriors. Mounted on sivift ponies the young: 
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chief ind Ins comjnnions \cnlured do\\-n on the phins 
and atneked Iho cities of t!ic kingdom of Bijapur 
WHicn strong armies were «ent against them Smji 
bade his followers separate and flee \\lien the danger 
was past fJicy all gathered Ipgeihcr again and began 
to make more raids 

The >oung Maratha chief had all the qualities tint 
make a truly great leader He was braic and skilful 
and he liad the 
power of making 
ins rnen trust him 
But he was ruth 
less and it is =aid 
rhat he was aho 
treacherous He 
It was who first 
gathered the 
Hindus of the 
Deccan together 
After\sard!s the 
JIaratha nation 
developed from 
this begmning 
and became so 
powerful that 
Ifaratba armies 
took possession of 
the Jloghul capital 
of Delhi TheBija 
pur armies ga\ e up tiy mg to fight against Si\ a] i s little 
band Instead the King paid Suaji a yearly tribute, 
chaulh on condition that lie kept quiet and did not 
attack the cities o{ Bijapur 

Tliereupon Sivaji sought for fresh cities to conquer 
He attacked the 'Moghul aty of Aurangabad This 
roused the wrath of Aurungzeb w'ho sent an army 
against him but the "Moghuls did not succeed m captur 
mg the Alaratha chief Being a brave man himself the 
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iEmperor admired the boldness of Siva]i. He invited 
him to come to Delhi. 

Sivaji ivent to Dellii to see the .Great Moghul He 
had won a name for himself by his daring, but who 
•could help a feeling of awe at the power of the Great 
Moghul ! Yet the Moghuls had always been honour- 
able, and the Maratha felt sure that he would be safe 
if he placed himself in their hands. But when Sivaji 
was in Delhi, the temptation of taking prisoner one 
■Avho could make himself so dangerous overcame the 
Bmperor’s more honourable thoughts He caused 
Sivaji to be kept a prisoner in his house But the keen- 
witted Maratha leader was not to be kept prisoner by 
“the ordinary methods of the Moghul police. He escaped 
from the house in a hamper, and on his return to the 
Deccan, his first act \\-as to make unr against the 
Jloghuls. He sacked their city of Surat, and defeated 
-a Sloghul army in pitched battle. Never before had 
the Moghuls met an enemy that feared them less 1 

Now Aurungzeb’s ambition was to conquer the 
Deccan. He thought that if he could conquer the 
kingdoms that were estabhshed there, he could after- 
wards easily deal with the little Maratha chief. So he 
•collected the greatest iNIogliul army that had e%’er been 
led, and marched against Bijapur and Golconda Both 
these cities fought bravely agamst the Moghuls, and 
their cities w ere not taken without a great deal of hard 
fighting. Aurungzeb’s Rajput leaders did not trust or 
like him They put little lieart into their work. But 
at last the Mussulman kingdoms w ere conquered. It 
now' remained to conquer the Marathas. 

This task Aurungzeb thought would be the easiest 
task of all. But no Emperor ever made a greater 
iTustake. The Slaratlias were crafty fighters. Tliey 
I'ould never give the Moghuls battle. They cut off 
small parties of Jloghnls when they were separated from 
the main army. When the Moghul army marched 



io6 STORIES FROM INDIAN HISTORY 

ball for the guns on his walls If lie could hold out 
long enough, he hoped that Aurungzeb would grow 
tired of the siege, and march awaj’ He sent out half 
a lakh of horsemen from the city, who charged again 
and .igam on the Moghul engineers, and dro\e them 
from their work 

From the walls the soldiers of Goleonda all da} 
fired their cannon upon the trenches But Auningzeb’s 
engineers were able to do a great deal dunng the dark- 
ness of night, and at last they dug their trenches up to 
the city walls The Moghul soldiers could now creep 
along these trenches safe from the guns of tlie besieged 
city The Emperor himself sewed up the first of the 
sacks of earth which were to be thrown into the moat 
to fill it up Cannons were mounted on mounds of 
eaith, and fired into the citj while the ditch was being 
filled up 

At last one night ladders were placed agamst the 
walls and the Moghuls climbed up them A dog began 
to bark In a minute the Goleonda soldiers rushed to 
■the walls, droie the Moghuls back, and threw down 
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AURUNGZEB SCANNED THE KIGH WALLS AND BELO V THEM THE DEEP 
MOAT FILLED WITH WATER CANNONS WERE MOUNTED ON 

MOUNDS OF EARTH AND FIRED INTO THE CITY 
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against them m force, they mounted their fleet little* 
pomes and galloped away Sivaji was dead, but his 
son earned on the war 

For twenty-five years the Moghuls remamed m the 
Deccan The Emperor's hair grew white, and still the 
Marathas w ere unconquered At last the aged Emperor 
withdrew his armies to Ahmednagar, and there he died 
The warlike races of the Hindus rose m rebellion on 
e\ery side, Rajputs as well as Marathas At last the 
Moghuls had met defeat 

The white haired Emperor who lay on his deathbed 
m the city of Ahmednagar was the last of the Great 
Moghuls. 


A STOUT-HEARTED KING 

After Bijapur had fallen Aurungzeb marched agamst 
Golconda Abdul Hasan, the King of Golconda, 
hoped that the Emperor would accept his submission 
and march away. When he learned that m spite of 
his messages, offeemg to submit, the Jloghul army still 
came nearer and nearer, he made ready to fight He 
could not hope to defy the power of the Moghul Empire, 
but at least he would die fighting 

The ^loghul army marclied up to Golconda and 
circled round it, preventing any one from getting m or 
out Aurungzeb scanned the high walls, and below 
them the deep moat filled with water He saw that the- 
place was strong, and that he must break the walls 
before he could take it So he ordered his engineers to- 
dig trenches nearer and nearer to the city, until his 
army could creep near enough to fill up the moat, and 
blow up the walls 

Kmg Abdul Hasan had gathered together large 
quantities of food He had al^ plenty of powder and 
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‘AURDNCZEB SCANNED THE HIGH ^SAtXS, AND BELOW THEM THE DEEP 
MOAT FILLED WITH WATER . * CANNONS WERE MOONTED ON 
MOUNDS OF EARTH, AHO FIRED INTO THE CITY ‘ 
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ball for the guns on his walls. If lie could hold out 
long enough, lie hoped that Aurungzeb would grow 
tired of tlie siege, and march away He sent out half 
a lakh of horsemen from the city, who charged again 
and again on the Moghul engineers, and drove them 
from their work 

From the walls the soldiers, of Golconda all daj 
hred their cannon upon the trenches But Aurungzeb's 
engineers were able to do a great deal dunng the dark- 
ness of night, and at last they dug their trenches up to 
the city walls The Moghul soldiers could now creep 
along these trenches safe from the guns of the besieged 
uty The Emperor himself sewed up the first of the 
sacks of earth which were to be thrown into the moat 
to fill It up Cannons were mounted on mounds of 
eaith, and fired into the cit> while the ditch was being 
filled up 

At last one night ladders were placed agamst the 
walls and the Moghuls climbed up them A dog began 
to bark In a minute the Golconda soldiers rushed to 
the walla, drove the MoghuI» back, and threw down 
their ladders 

All this while the Moghul army found it difficult to 
obtainfood TheMarathas underSivaji’sson.Sambhaji 
came to the help of Golconda They destroyed all the 
crops within many miles of the city, so that Aurungzeb’s 
army could get no com or nee There were also fever 
and sickness m the Moghul camp ^Vhen the rams 
set in the brave Kmg of Golconda sallied out at the 
head of his troops*, and took many Moghul pnsoners 
He show ed these prisoners the heaps of com and treasure 
-in the fort, and bade them tell their Emperor that he 
could feed his starvmg army with the com if he v.ould 
raise the siege The stem Aurungzeb replied that he 
would not tdk of raising the siege until Hasan came to 
him with clasped hands 

Man's bravery, powder and shot, mines, and all 
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*ihe 'tncks of war could not subdue Golconda But 
treachery succeeded where all these things failed A 
gate w'as opened by some one within the city, and the 
besiegers poured m Tlic faithful soldier chief Abdar 
Kazak, one of the heroes of the defence saw what had 
Jiappened and jumped on his horse Followed by a 
dozen of his soldiers he ^ alloped to tlie gate He could 
not stop the inrush, but jvered with wounds he fought 
Ills wa}' out 

The King heard the shouts and groans m the streets, 
and knew that lus city was in the hands of his enemies 
He went into the harem and bade farewell, and tlien 
taking his seat in the audience chamber waited for 
the Moghuls to enter When the officers of Aurungzeb 
strode into his chamber, he saluted them in a kingly 
manner, as though nothing out of the common had 
occurred He then called for his liorsc, and rode 
proudly with them to Aurungzeb The Moghul 
Emperor treated his enemy w ith courtesj , for Aurung 
^eb could respect bravery m another, e\ en m an enemy 


SOMETHING ABOUT THE DECCAN 
KINGDOMS 

"You read that Aiihingzeb captured the city of Gol 
•conda It fell through treach^ 5 , and if heroism alone 
^\ere equal to strength the city might never have been 
captured Let us now read a little of its neighbour, 
the kingdom of Bijapur 

E\ er since the Bahmani Empire had split up the se 
Inngdoms had been strong and w arlike TEekm^ of 
Bijapur, of the Adil Shaln^ Djmasty were as warlike 
as tho^e of Golconda "Once, a young King came'to^ie 
■throne of Bijapur— while stiU*a boy A Regent "w as” 
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appointed to govern the kingdom until he came of 
age T^s Regent wished to seize the throne for himself 
One day he marched to the palace ivith followers 
meanmg to take the young King pnsoner The Kmg 
and his mother had only a few soldiers in the pahce 
to defend them Wnat did the bra\e mother do ^ 

The Queen first ordered the palace gates to be shut 
and begged the soldiers not to desert their King Then 
■she and another lady 
came out dressed as 
men clad m armour 
^vlth bowsand arrows 
in their hands The 
young King came be 
hind them while a 
Turki slave held the 
■yebow umbrella oi 
his father over his 
head Ropes v- ere 
lowered over the 
palace walls into the 
city Dp these ropes 
some more loyal sol 
diers climbed into 
the palace and the 
brave protectors of 
the Queen drove the 
couardly Regents soldiers away 

Bijapur was a large city with many beautiful build 
mgs It was here that the lustonan Ferishta began to 
wnte his famous history encounged by one of the great 
Eijapur Kings 

Golconda in the same ivay w^ the capital of a great 
kmgdom and many fine buddings stand to this day to 
show how fine a capital the Kmg of Golconda had The 
dynasty of Golconda ivas known as the Kutb Shahi 
Dynasty 
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Both the Golconda and Bijapur Kingdoms were 
often at ^\ar Tlieir most powerful enemy was the 
Hindu Empire of Vijayanagar The Hindu Rajahs of 

a j anagar w ished to conquer country from the Mussul- 
mans. and the Mussulmans were always wilhng to make 
war agamst the Hindus Many a battle iras fought 
between Mussulman and Hindu armies, and many a 
raid was made by Jlussulman armies into the Carnatic. 
Nobody knows how many quiet \ dlagers, anxious only 
to make their crops grow well, were killed on these raids. 
At last the Hindus w ere conquered by a King of Bi] apur 
nt the great battle of Tahkota, and after that Bijapur 
became the most powerful kingdom of southern India * 

Where was the Hindu empire of Vijayanagar ? Near 
the little Milage of Hampi m the Deccan can be seen 
to day the rums of the capital city of this famous 
empire These rums are all that remam of tlie busy 
streets and public buildings of the citj of Vija> anagar.^' 
Here were once roj al palaces, stables, for elephants and 
horses, and stdl standing is the Council Chamber of the 
empire This city stood by the Tungabhadra River,' 
and was founded by two brothers named Hanhara and 
Bukka 

These two brothers fouglif agamst Mahomed 
Tughlak and rallied many Hmdus around them 
Their little kingdom aftenvards grew mto an empire' 
which took Its name from the city they founded 


THE FALL OF THE MOGHUL EMPIRE 
How THE Sikhs turned Warriors 
When Aurungzeb died there wei e many rebellions- 
on the part of Hmdus all over the empire The- 
Rajputs rebelled and refused to pa’j the jaziya tax, and 
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the Marathas never ceased to make wan But yet' 
another Hindu power rose in northern India, through 
the hard treatment of Auningzeb These were tlie 
Sikhs. 

You know that at v'arious times great men have 
preached to their fellow men. Such men have been- 
good men, who desired so much to see their fellow 
creatures better that they have spent their lives on- 
this single object. The great Sankaracharj'a in early 
times rose to preach in favour of the Hindu religion.. 
His preachmg had a great deal to do with the passing 
auay of Buddhism in India. Later on there were the- 
preachers Ramanuja and Chaitanya, also learned, \wse, 
and good men. Kabir, in the north-west of India, 
urged Hmdus and Mahomedans to forget their differ- 
ences, and follow a single religion. This uas a noble 
idea. The first of all these great preachers was the 
Buddha himself. 

‘ ^VhUe the last of the Palhan Kings was ruling at 
Delhi, a wise preacher named Nanak was bom at 
Lahore. Nanak was a reformer, just as Sankacharaya 
had been years and years before. Baba Nanak, as he 
was lovingly called, believed that there was one God for 
all men. He believed that all men, whether Hindus. 
Mussulmans, Jains, or Buddhists, were equally beloved 
by God. He was such a tolerant, sjanpathetic man 
himself, and believed so thorouglily that love, rather 
than hatred, should exist between all sects and religions, 
that the people of the Punjab all respected him and 
many accepted his teaching. His follow ers w ere knowm 
a'i Sikhs, which means disciples. 

Father Nanak was the fet gum of the Siklis. He 
was foUow’ed by nine other gurus. Their sacred book 
was the Granth. p 

- The Emperor Aurungzeb hated the Sikhs because 
he regarded them as infidels. Just as Mahmud of 
Ghazni, many centuries before, thought that he was. 
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doing deeds of merit when he killed the Hindus, so 
tliought Aurungzeb when he caused the ninth Sikh 
guru to be beheaded. After all those years there were 
still Mahomedans who had not learned to be tolerant 1 
The murder of the ninth guru caused his son, Govind, 
to bum ^vith hatred for the Mussulmans. Hitherto, 
the Sikhs had been quiet, peaceable people, in accord- 
ance wnth their religion ; but at last they turned against 
tlieir persecutors. Under Govind they took the title 
of Singh, or Lion. They allowed their beards to grow', 
and banded together to fight till death against the 
iVIahomedans. After Govind Smgh w’as slain forts 
w ere built in all parts of the Punjab by the Sikh Sirdars, 
or leaders. They attacked tlie Mussulmans of the 
Punjab, threw down their mosques, killed their pnests, 
and destroyed their villages. 


The Maratiias at Delhi 

We have read how Aurungzeb failed to conquer the 
Marathas in the Deccan. After his armies retired the 
Marathas did not put away their arms. They had been 
roused from the peaceful cultivation of the soil to fight 
the Mahomedans under their Maharajah Sivaji. They 
had succeeded against the armies of the Great Moghul. 
Wiy should they not go further and make India once 
again a great Hmdu empire as it was m those early 
times before Slahomedan invaders ever set foot in the 
country ? 

After the death of Sambhaji, the descendants of 
Sivaji had not their great ancestor’s fire and spirit. 
The ruling power of the Maratha people passed into 
the hands of the Peshwa, or Prime Minister. In those 
rough-and-tumble times the strongest minded made 
tlieir way to the top. So, many of the men who 
became Peshwas were vigorous and able men. 

I 
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The first of the Pe^Jh^TOs Mas Ba]a]i Vishvanath 
Mho led an army to Delhi and made the feeble Moghul 
monarch grant him the nght to take chauth from the 
Deccan He was followed bytho Peshwa Baji Rao and 
then by Balaji Baji Rao In the time of these able men 
the Alarathas rose to their greatest power They con 
qucred Gujarat Malwa Berir the distnct now known 
as the Central Provinces and Onssa They made 
raids into Bengal and the Pimjab On every hand thev 
made their power felt and all the time the Moghul 
Emperors grew weal er and weaker until at hst they 
became monarchs m name only stripped of all tlieir 
power 

The first blow to the Moghul Empire came irom the 
north Nadir Shah the famous soldier king of Persia 
marched mto Hindustan Tirst of all he took Kabul, 
which was still a Afoghul proamce then he marched to 
Delhi Once more this ill fated city was put to tlie 
sack Thousands and thousands of people were killed 
All tlie treasures from the Moghul Emperor s pihce 
were borne off to Persia 

Thus through the intolerance of his great grandson, 
the Empire of Akbar was ruined Iso longer was the 
capital city gaily thronged with nchly dressed omrahs 
and Rajput prmces No longer did the streets resound 
to the stately tramp of nchly harnessed elephants Jso 
longer did people troop to the palace to seek justice 
from the mighty Emperor who ®at m the hall of justice 
decked wnth precious stones The « re"‘s v ere empty, 
the palace deserted and the MoghU mo'’a’'c’ y was no 
more 




THE BATTLE AT KARNAL, BETWEEN NADIR SHAH OP PERSIA, AND MAHMUD, KINO OF DELHI. 
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HOW THE TRADING COMPANIES BEGAN 
TO MAKE WAR 

Wl have read how the Maratha armies marched to 
Delhi and how, almost at the same time Nadir Shah 
sacked that city Only fourteen years after this Delhi 
was again sacked by the fierce Afghan Ahmed Shih 
Durani, King of Kandahar WTiile these changes w ere 
taking place in India, what was happening round the 
coasts 5 

There English French and Dutch ships were all 
busily sailmg into Indian ports, loading and unloading 
their cargoes Ever since the reign of Jehangir, when 
the Portuguese were defeated these nations had been 
peacefully employed in trade The first settlements 
made by the Europeans were on the west coast the 
coast nearest to Europe Here the famous factories of 
Surat were built Afterwards factories were built at 
Bombay, which became the chief port of the west coast 
East India Companies were formed by the English, 
French and Dutch nations to carry on the trade with 
India 

European ships not only sailed to tlie ports of 
ivestem India thej also soiled round to the ports of 
the east coast Fort St George was founded in Shah 
Jehan's reign, and soon grew into the trading towoi of 
3Iadras In the reign of Aurungzeb a famous English- 
man named Job Chamock founded Fort ^^^llllam, round 
which grew up the trading towm of Calcutta The cliief 
settlement of the French was at Pondicherry' 

This was mdeed a time of wars m India First of 
all Maratha armies entered Delhi Then the Afghans 
conquered Delhi Tlien the Maratlias drove the 
Afghans out of Delia And lastly the Afghans sw coped 
down agam on the Punjab and routed the Slarathas. 
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broke out between them in Europe the Enghsh uv 
Madras also made %\ar on the French m Pondicheri}' 

The chief Indian ruler m the south of India at thiJ 
time uas the Nizam of Hyderabad Tlie chief ruling 
prince who owmed allegiance to the Nizam uas the 
Nawab of Arcot Dupleiv washed to place hia fnends 
m these high positions while the English wished their 
friends to occiipj them Neither nation having once 
begun war would be satisfied until one or the other was 
defeated So a number of wars followed At one time 
the English had the best of it and at others the French 
were victonoua 

The English fortunes once were in so low a state 
tint it seemed almost certain that they would be driven 
from southern India by the French It was then that 
Robert Cliv’e, a joung wnter in the service of the 
Enghsh East India Company, turned the tables on the 
French, and saved his countrjTnen from defeat 
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broke out between them in Europe the English in> 
Madras also made war on the French in Pondicherry. 

The chief Indian ruler in the south of India at thiS’ 
time was the Nizam of Hyderabad. The chief ruling 
prince who owned allegiance to the Nizam was the 
Nawab of Arcot. Duplenc wished to place his friends 
in these high positions, while the English wished their 
friends to occupy them. Neither nation, having once 
begun war, would be satisfied until one or the other was 
defeated. So a number of wars followed. At one tune 
the English had the best of it, and at others the French 
were victorious. 

The English fortunes once were in so low a state 
that it seemed almost certain that they would be driven 
from southern India by the French. It was then that 
Robert Clive, a young writer in the service of the 
English East India Company, turned the tables on tlie 
French, and saved his countr 3 Tnen from defeat. 


CLIVE’S MARCH TO ARCOT 

Locked up in the city of Trichinopoli was Prince 
Mahomed Ali, the friend of the English. Outside were- 
the troops of the French and their friend Prince Chanda 
Sahib. The English had not enough soldiers to defeat 
theFrench. Trichinopoli was the only city that lemained 
to them. If that fell the cause of their friend Mahomed 
Ali would be at an end, and tlie French would be e\ ery* 
where triumphant. Yet what could they do without 
soldiers ? Tlieir cause did indeed seem lost. 

With the English soldiers was Robert Clive. He 
grc\v impatient with the fighting. Wiat was the use 
of fighting small battles with small bodies of the enemy’s 
soldiers 2 The Esu’U.iU wiese. u/at sta-aJBg Vcr 
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a big battle, and only a great victory could dnve the 
French from Tnchmopoh So Chve returned to Fort 
St David, and made a proposal to the Governor of the 
English who was at that town 

Arcot was the chief stronghold of Chanda Sahib and 
the French The English and Mahomed All seemed 
so weak that Chanda Sahib did not think it necessary 
to leave many soldiers behmd to guard that city He 
led all his men down to Tnchlnopoli, ivhere he hoped to 
carry everythmg quickly before him and finish the 
war Chve proposed that he should march right 
through the enemy a country and seize Arcot, their 
pnncipal city If he could do this Tnchmopoh would 
be saved, for Chanda Sahib would leave it to recapture 
Arcot 

Give set off for Arcot at the head of a little band ot 
two hundred Englishmen and three hundred sepojs, 
witli three small guns So swiftly did he march that 
he took every one by surpnse and passed all dangers 
before soldiers could be called together to stop him 
No one even dreamt of an English army danng to 
mvade Arcot Everj one knew tliat the English and 
their friends were about to be destroyed at Tnchmopoh 
What was the surpnse of Chanda Saliib s soldiers then 
when they found the English upon them I Arcot fell 
to Clue with scarcely a blow being struck 

As soon as Chve had captured the city he set his- 
little band of soldiers to d^end the walls He knew 
that as soon as Chanda Sahib heard what had happened, 
he would hurry away from Tnchmopoh and come back 
to retake his oivn city of Arcot Give knew that more 
English soldiers were on their way from England and 
that, before very long, help would be sent to him f He 
made up his mmd to fight till the last for he knew that- 
the cause of his country depended upon him His 
bravery and thoughtfulness for his troops had made 
them devoted to him Tlie Indian sepoys ahpost 
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worshipped him In the trials of the siege, when the food 
was nearly all gone, the brave sepoys wished to give 
their English comrades the nee, and keep for themseh es 
only the water in which it had been boiled To what 
an extremity must the brave garrison have been 
reduced ' 

But no hardships dismayed the spirits of Chve s 
men Their leader, beloved by English soldier and 
Indian sepoy alike, upheld them by his manly courage 
and cheery words of hope And at last relief came to 
the brave garnson Tlie French and the troops of 
Chanda Salub were driven from the walls Tlie English, 
under Give, marched out of the city, and drove their 
assailants before them Victory after victory was won, 
until the French were glad to end the war and make 
peace Another great English soldier who took a 
leadmg part m this war was Major Stringer Lawrence 
Clive looked up to Jlajor Lawrence with respect and 
affection, for the older soldier had been a good friend 
to the young man 

At the end of this war the gr^t French leader, 
Dupleix, was recalled to France He was the most 
dangerous rival to the English in India, but every one, 
whether EngLsh, Indian, or French, must admire and 
respect one so loyal to his country \Vlien the King of 
France s messenger read out his recall and disgrace m 
the Council Chamber of Pondicherry, Dupleix’s voice 
alone broke the silence, crying, “ Vtve l& Rot / “ “ Long 
live the Kmgi ” When he returned to France he was 
refused all honours, for no one m France knew how he 
had stnven to make France the greatest European 
nation in India Neglected by his coimtry, this great 
Frenchman was allowed to die, ten years later, m tlie 
direst poverty , 

/ The young officer, Robert Clive, who had won 
victory for the English, received many honours from 
his countrymen It is said that no one was so surpnsed 



THE BRITISH IN BENGAL 


I2I 


at las success as Clwe s own fetl\er who had sent Ins 
son to India because he thought he would never make 
hib way m England At first a poor water in the East 
India Company s service Chve now became a Colonel 
m the Company s army Afterwards he became the 
Governor of Bengal and no name is more illustrious 
than his in the history of British India 


HOW THE BRITISH BECAME RULERS 
IN BENGAL 

After Nadir Shah mvaded Delhi a brave warrior 
named All Vardi Khan made hunself ruler of Bengal 
Bengal was a subah of the old Moghul Empire and the 
ruler was still known as the Subahdar In the same 
way, the official title of the Nizam was Subahdar of 
the Deccan Ah Vardi Khan was a wse ruler His 
capital city was Alurshidabad He encouraged the 
English traders who were established at Calcutta in his 
country m their trade He allowed them to build 
factones at other towns such as Patna and Dacca and 
at Kasimbazai near his own city of Murshidabad 
AIi^ Vardi Khan on his death was succeeded by a 
young man who was both headstrong and foolish 
This young man was a grandson of the old ruler named 
Sira] ud daulah The young pnnce heard that the 
English were biulding new walls to their fortress Fort 
William He ordered them to stop doing this The 
English governor replied that he was not building new 
walls but strengthening the old ones Siraj ud*daulah 
grew very angry when he receiv ed the English governor s. 
Teply He marched at once at the head of his arraj of 
fifty thousand men on Calcutta The English fort w as 
not at all ready to defend itself There was Uttle 
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powder and shot, and little food, and the place was 
quickly taken. 

The European prisoners were placed by their guards 
in a small room. There were one hundred and fort3!'*six 
prisoners; the night was hot and sultry. The poor 
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prisoners soon began to feel the \rant of air. One 
one, overcome by the heat, singling for breath, they 
died. In the morning, when the door was opened, 
only twenty-three were found alive. 

When the English people of Madras heard of the- 
deaths of their countrymen they were overcome witli 
horror. They resolved at once to send an army to- 



THE BRITISH IN BENGAL 


123- 



Tlir MrCTINC OF ROBEIIT CLIVF AND MIR JAFAR 


124 STORIES FROM INDUN HISTORY 

Bengal and punish Sira] ud daulah The army that 
was sent was led by Clive 

The English ships sailed up the Hughli and landed 
Clive and his soldiers at Buj Buj They took Calcutta 
and then stormed the Nawab s city of Hughli The 
great final battle was fought at Plassey a place betw een 
Hughli and Murshidabad Here the Nawab s army 
of seventy thousand footmen and horse soldiers besides 
some French troops with their heavy guns were en 
camped Clive s army numbered only three ^hou^^nd 
men But Mir Jafar one of the Nawab s generals 
had promised Colonel Clive that he would withdraw 
his army when the battle began The Bengal horsemen 
attacked the small English force but were driven bick 
by the shot from the big guns But the Bengal annv 
had by no means lost the day when Mir Jafar and 
another general persuaded the >oung Nawab to flv 
Sira] ud-daulah mounted a dromedary and fled Chvc 
then advanced and dro\ e the leaderless Bengal army 
from the field 

The English now placed Mir Jafar on the juismid 
of Bengal But the new Nawab was only a puppet m 
the hands of his English friends From this time 
forward the English were the real rulers of Bengal 


WARREN HASTINGS 

Five jears after Lord Clive left India another great 
man became Governor of Bengal Tins was Warren 
Hastings Like Chve Warren Hastmgs entered the 
East India Company s service as a young man He 
rose steadily in the service From Bengal he iv is 
transferred to Madras where he became a member of 
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the Governor’s Council From Madras he again came 
to Bengal, this time as Go^ emor of Bengal. 

Warren Hastmgs was a niild and gentle man No^ 
one knew the singleness of purpose and steady u lU of 
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the new Governor Yet Warren Hastmgs, once he 
made up his mmd, ne\er sw cried from his purpose. 

He had many enemies. Hu chief enemy sat m his- 
own council. Whateier Warren Hastmgs proposed, 
this man, whose name was Philip Francu, tried to 
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thwart Philip Franas even caused a charge of accept- 
ing bnbes to be brought agamst the Governor, but this 
cruel and unjust charge through 
' Tlirough all this opposition Warren Hastings worked 
steadily, improving the government of Bengal. It was 
during lus rule that English colleciors were appointed 
to collect the revenue Each collector collected fhe 
land tax of a district He was also a magistrate. If 
any one thought that he was not being treated justly 
he could bnng his case before the collector If one 
man took another man’s bit of land, the matter could 
be brought before the collector, who deaded wlio was 
nght Of course, under the Moghuls and Pathans there 
were also judges Warren Hastings’ system took the 
plice of older systems, and he made sure that the 
collectors would judge fairly In Calcutta there were 
two Courts of Appeal If a man did not thmk he had 
obtamed justice from the collector, he could take his 
case to the Court of Appeal, where it would agam be 
tried A great judge named Sir Ehjali Impey was the 
chief judge at this Calcutta court The Governor- 
GenerM caused a book of law to be written, partly 
according to Hmdu customs and partly according to 
Mussulman customs This law became the law of the 
land, whicli every one was obliged to obey 

Warren Hastings was the founder of the system of 
government by which we are ruled to-day He 
appomted policemen, who, helped by the village patrols, 
caught thieves or other criminals After Warren 
Hastmgs had ruled over Bengal as Governor for two 
years, he was made Governor General of all the British 
temtones m India. After thirteen years of rule, the 
great Governor-General returned to England, where 
he found that all Jns best acijons had been misunder- 
stood. His enemies had spread false reports about' 
him. He retired to hjs own home m the country, 
where he lived to a good old age. 
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HAIDAR ALI, SULTAN OF MYSORE 

Mysore is the country of the Kanarese For hundreds 
of years it had been ruled by its o\vn Rajahs Before 
the battle of Talihota when the Vijayanagar Empire 
was great and powerful the kingdom of Mysore formed 
a part of that empire After the battle of Talikota 
Vijayanagar spht up into a number of small kingdoms 
Tuled over by petty princes known as iiaiks or 
j)olygars The "Mysore Rajah conquered some of the 
Polygar states and his kingdom grew larger and 
stronger Among other places the Rajah took Seringa 
patam which became the chief city of the kingdom 
While Chve was fighting in Bengal another famous 
soldier was winning fame m My«ore This was a 
Mussulman soldier from northern India named Haidar 
Ah who took service under the Rajah of Mysore Tins 
soldier could neither read nor wnte But he wa^ a 
brave man and his heart was full of ambition He 
rose until he commanded the Mysore army and from 
that position it required only one step for him to 
be King So Haidar Mi became King, or Sultan of 
Mj'Sore 

Haidar All now drilled his troops m the European 
fasluon He took Frenchmen into his service who 
helped to tram the Indian soldiers In this manner 
his armies were victorious and he soon became a very 
powerful pnnee indeed He began to make conquests 
Sometimes he marched against the Marathas and some- 
times he swooped down on to the Cimatic ruled over 
by the British Many a battle did the Sultan fight 
with his neighbours Many a time was he defeated by 
the -“kilful English leader Sir Eyre Coote< Once he 
was jomed by the Dutch and French agamst the 
English The rams set m before he could march his 
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troops and before the dry >vcather came again the 
Sultan died 

A man who began life as a common soldier and 
ended it as a powerful king mus.t have had many fine 
rjtiaJitit* The Sultan was not a tall man His nose 
\\ IS sm ill his eyes \s ere small ind his face \s as brow ned 
bv the sun He always dressed neatly His turban 
w IS of brilliant scarlet and very long When lie led 
Ills soldiers he wore i uniform ifter the European 
in inner of white satin with gold llowcrs and yellow 
drawers The Sulfm givi- all orders ui the govern- 
ment of his kingdom Nothing could be done without 
Jus permission His little, slitcwd eyes saw everything, 
at once Although an uneducated man he was a veryr 
great ruler of men 


TIPU SULTANS LAST FIGHT 

BtroRE he died Haidar Alt warned hi» son not to 
light the English But Tipu hated the English and 
as often as he saw a clnnce he made war upon them 
He was as brave as Im, father But he was more cruel, 
uid had not the same wise head Now the English 
at this time feared the power of the Trench Napoleon 
Bonaparte the French Emjieror was the greatest con- 
queror of the age Under liis leadership Trench armies 
won victories in nearly every country on the continent 
of Europe The Trench Emperor even wished to invade 
England Afterwards Napoleon was defeated and 
taken prisoner by the great English soldier the Duke 
of Wellington But at this tune he was at the height 
of his power So the English carefully watched every 
movement of the French 

Tipu was' ibr ever swim^acr opporfcctinly' of 
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his father’s opponents, the English. He called upon the 
French to help him This caused the Marquis Wellesley, 
who was then Governor-General, to take up arms 
against him One English army marched from Madras 
and another from Bombay Tipu was twee defeated, 
and then took refuge withm the walls of his city of 
Sermgapatam, The Bntislu forces surrounded the 
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walls, and battered them with heavy guns When a 
hole was made, the soldiers rushed through it mto the 
city. Tipu fought bravely on the wall, stnving to drive 
the British soldiers back He died fightmg bravely, 
and the city and tlie kingdom of Jlysore then became 
British Lord Wellesley restored the old portion of 
the kingdom* to the last livmg pnnee of the ancient 
line of Hindu Rajahs of Mysore, 

K 
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THE GREAT PRO-CONSUL 

How THE MaRATHAS WERE CONQUERED 

At the height of their power, when the Marathas 
fought the Afghans m the Punjab, all the Sfaratha 
princes looked up to the Peshwa as their leader But 
later Peshwas were not great leaders like Baji Rao and 
the early Peshwas. So the Maratha princes eac)i 
became mdependent rulers There was the Bhonsla 
Pnnee of Nagpur, Holkar of Indore, Sindhia of Gwahoi-, 
and the Gaekwar of Baroda Each prmce had his own 
Court at his capital city, and eadi bad an army df 
JIaratha horsemen ready to obey his commands Tlje 
army of Smdhia was trained by French officers ! 

/ The Maratha pnnees were all jealous of one anothej: 
They were constantly fighting among themselves, arid 
so long as they were powerful there could be no ord(|r 
m India They allowed bands of Pmdaii robbers to 
attack travellers on the roads, and took a part of tie 
plunder themselves 

Lord WeHesley. the Governor-General at Calcuft: 
saw that the only way to have India well ruled once 
more was to place it under one firm rule, just as it wr s 
in the time of the Great Jloghuls “So he made up his 
mind to conquer the Uloratha princes Two Bntish 
generals were placed in command of large armies for 
this purpose One of tliese was Sir Arthur Wellesley, 
the Governor-General s brother, who afterwards became 
tlie Duke of Wellington Tlie other was Lord Lake 

Sir Arthur Welledey conquered the Deccan, where he 
won the great battle of Assajc against the Bhonsla’s 
army Lord Lake defeated Smdhia’s troops at Delia 
He drov e them from the city, and set free tlic Moghul 
Emperor, who stdl sat in his Court, although all power 
had long smee departed from the Moghuls. 
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After this, British Residents were placed at the 
Courts of the Maratha pnnces to see that robbers were 
put down, and that there was peace and jusbee m their 
countnes Lord Wellesley m this way became the 
supreme ruler over India and his firm conduct secured 
peace to the country He is often spoken of as " the 
^eat Pro Consul ’ 


SIR THOMAS MUNRO 

The Story of a Great and Good Man 

One of the wars ivitb Tipu Sultan ended ivith the 
Treaty of Sermgapatam Tipu gave up some territory 
which was divided between the British and the Nizam 
who had joined in the war agamst him Officers were 
sent by the Madras Government to settle the new 
country The young officer who took in hand the 
settlement of the Salem District was Thomas Munro 
Under Haidar AU and Tipu the cultivators had to 
pay very large sums of money to the Sultan's officers 
The many wars of the two Sultans were very costly 
and monev had to be raised somehow So anj 
money the villagers earned was taken from them The 
British were now masters of the land and Munro had to 
settle the amount of revenue to be paid by the villagers 
to the Madras Government The system he adopted 
was known as the lyot wan sjstem Afterwards this 
system was adopted nearly all over the Madras Presi- 
dency Under it the money was paid direct by the 
ryotb to the Government TIic sum that each land- 
holder had to pay was fixed by the settlement officer 
This amount was never changed without good reason 
Sometimes, m bad >ears, the amount was lessened. 
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If the ryot got larger crops from his land by making 
improvements upon Jt, the Government did not there- 
fore increase the amounthe had to pay They allowed 
him to reap the full benefit of his industry 

The work of fixing the revenue was long and tedious 
The settlement officer had to travel over the whole of 
the country under his charge A number was given to- 
each field, and the name of the holder was registered 
in the Government books together with the amount 
that was to be paid each year for it to the Government 
After the fall of Senngapatam and the death of 
Tipu more country came under British rule JIunro- 
\\a« sent to settle the Distnct of Kanara The years 
he had spent m Salem had seen the country under his 
charge change from a state of famme to one of pros- 
penty Everywhere he went the people welcomed 
him To the justice and mercy of this young settlement 
officer they owed their well-bemg He now set to work 
to make Kanara a contented district 

In his new country Munro was everywhere beset by 
cultivators, who cned, “ We have no com, no cattle, no 
money I Hew are ue to pay rents ? ’ They feared 
that he was like the tyrant officers of Tipu who took 
from them all they had So they, poor things, pre- 
tended tiiey had none at all But gradually they 
learned that tlie new officer did not wish to drag every 
pice from them He only wished to find out what 
they could fairly be expected to raise from their lands 
each year, and to settle what amount of that they must 
pay to Government for the nght of holding their lands 
In fifteen months the cultivators had learnt that they 
need no longer fear that they would be plundered of 
their earnings They set to work to plough and sow. 
Soon green crops sprang above the ground ' And 
where before there was wailmg and misery, now could 
be heard the sound of happy voices and the busy 
creakmg of the water wheel Robbers were put 
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<Io\\n, and the countrjbide set itself to enjoy a time of 
peace and plenty. 

The Nizam made a treaty witli the Br1li5.l1 By tins 
treaty the districts of the M>»orc Kingdom that uerc 
g\%cn tohim, were ceded bj him to the British These 
are still knoim by the name of the Ctdtd Districts 
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Major Munro was now appointed to the new districts 
They were m a stale of terrible disorder When .Major 
JIunro took charge, thirty thousand armed peons were 
roaming tlirough the country under some eighty poly- 
gars, or petty cluefs, who robbed for their living 
Bands of robbers wandered through the country 
plimdenng and puttmg travellers to death to obtain 
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their money Almost every village had its own fort 
or was surrounded by walls the remains of vhich may- 
be seen to this day So we may guess m vhat a state 
of fear the villagers must have lived In the Central 
Provinces to day similar walls may also be seen It 
was here that the Pindan robbers under the protection 
of tbeMaratha chiefs robbed and plundered the villages 
IVhen Munro had put down the robber bands and 
patiently settled the revenue to every one s satisfaction 
he thought that he would like to return home During 
the whole twenty seven years he had been in India tbiir 
kmd fnend of the Indian people had never ceased to 
write to his parents and look forward to seeing his home 
again But when he reached his home m Scotland he 
found the father he had left so fresh and full of life 
had grown white and feeble His mother was dead 
How sad a home coming must this have been after 
years of exile m a foreign land 1 

When Munro returned to India he became the 
Commissioner of the Southern Maratha country at Dhar 
war Here he was engaged in the war with the 
Marathas War was m the first place his business 
for he was first of all an army officer He won fame 
as a soldier and became a general When tlie war was 
over General Munro was appointed Governor of Madras 
He was also made a Knight Commander of the Bath a 
high honour signified by the letters K C B He died 
while on tour at the village of Patti Konda near Gooty 
So the life of this kind and great man ended in thc- 
country he had learnt to love so well He was known 
far and wide by the people whom he ruled not as officer 
or governor but by the affectionate term Father of 
the People 
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MOUNTSTUART ELPHINSXONE 

You have read how Sir Thomas Slunro settled the new 
territories of the Madras Pr^idency when the fall of 
Tipu Sultan brought that land under British rule In 
the same \vay a great admmistrator settled the terri- 
tories that? came under Bntish rule after the Slarathas 
were defeated 

The sttjry of the wars between the Marathas and 
the Bntisb is a long one When the Slarquis Wellesley 
was Goveryior General m Calcutta the Maratha princes 
were defeated and were obliged to have a Bntish 
Resident 4 t their capitals The Peshwa did not like 
this arrangement and be never ceased to look for an 
opportunity of freemg himself So he entered mto a 
war with the British, ^oivn as the Third Matatha War 
In this %var the Peshwa was defeated and bis temtones 
were taken over by the British as a part of the Bombay 
Presidency The Satara State was given to a descend- 
ant of Siv^ji whose line once more became the rulers 
of Satara The of&cer selected to settle the revenues 
of the new distncts was Mountstuart Elphmstone 
The new country stretched from the Tapti river 
as far south as ilysore For many years past it had 
been the custom of the Maratha prmces to move across 
their lands wth armed men, foremg the ryots to give 
up all they had as revenue The task that Elphmstone 
entered upon was very similar to the task of Sir Thomas 
Alunro m the Aladras Presidency 

Disorders had to be put down, and peace and security 
given to the ryots The revenue was fixed accordmg to 
the crops that the land of each landholder would raise 
The amounts to be paid eadi year were made less than 
they were before and not more than the ryot could 
afford to pay There were no zemmdars The paid. 
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or watchman of each village took the money from the 
ryots and paid the revenue to the Government The 
Patel had also to see that order was kept m the vUlage 
In the towns the paid s duties were done by the kotwah 
or chief constables 
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Over all the village and town officers was the 
Collector to whom senous matters were taken He 
settled disputes or he might allow those who quarrelled 
to settle their disputes before a panchayet Ainxns or 
Indian judges were appomted m the cities 

The change from vimence to a just and kmdiy rule 
made the Bombay President^ a happy and prosperous 
country 

Mountstuart Elphmstone was tlie cause of this 
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change m the Bombay Presiden<y. Kmdly and quietly 

but steadily— he worked for the good of the country 

under his charge, until, when he was thirty-nine years 
of age, he was made Governor of Bombay 

Elphmstone was a wise and good Governor He 
twice visited every part of the Presidency he ruled over. 
He caused the law to be written down m the form of a 
Code Every one, by looking at the Code, could tlien 
see what was nght according to law, and there could 
be no room for doubt He also paid much attention 
to schools and education His work for education bore 
fruit m after years, and the Elphmstone College was 
named m gratitude after him He was also a deep 
scholar and could speak Persian and several Indian 
dialects besides After he retured to England, he found 
time to write his famous “ History of India," which has 
long been regarded as a standard work Jlountstuart 
Elphmstone will always be remembered with feelings 
of reverence and gratitude as the man who brought 
peace and prosperity to the country of the Bombay 
Presidency 


LORD WILLIAM BENTINCK, THE 
REFORMER 

Whem we read of Rajput ladies choosing to die rather 
than fall into the hands of their husbands’ conquerors, 
w e cannot help adminng the spirit that led them to 
this desperate act Even when a wife sought death, 
as they did m olden days, on the death of her husband, 
we cannot deny that such conduct is proof of the 
utmost love and faithfulness, although in these more 
enlightened days we regard such an act with a sense of 
great pity, almost even of horror The custom of sail 
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is so old that we do not know when it began But the 
custom of forcmg a \vidow to be a sail is not only wrong 
but cruel The Moghul Emperor Akbar would not 
allow ladies during his rule to be forced mto salt Lord 
William Bentmck, who came to India as Governor- 
General IS famous for not allowing sati to take place 
in India under Bntish rule He made sail a crime 
against the law, and from that time the custom has 
been stopped 

This was not the only reform of that kind-hearted 
reformer In the days m which he became Governor- 
General there %\ere all over India men who hved by 
murder They were known as Thugs These Thugs 
earned no arms A traveller could not tell them from 
peaceful men like himself But when the traveller 
reached a lonely part, if Tliugs were walking with him, 
they passed a scarf round his neck, throttled him, and 
stole his money Lord William Bentmck appointed 
special officers to search the villages and find out who 
were Thugs The famous Colonel Slecman, in six years 
caused some fifteen hundred of them to be taken, and 
the hornble practice of the Thugs came to an end 

It %vas during Lord William Bentmek's term of rule- 
that English was declared the official language m India, 
by the advice of Macaulay, the historian, who was a 
member of the Supreme Council of India 

Lord William Bentmck was Governor-General m 
Calcutta while Elphinstone was Governor of Bombay 
It was he who opened the Elphinstone College m 
Bombay shortly after the great Governor had retired 
to England He also opened the Medical College of 
Calcutta. He did much for the cause of education in 
India, and was steadily helped in his good work by the 
great Hmdu reformer. Rajah Ram Mohun Roy 
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You %\ill remember how the Sikhs under their fightmg 
guru Govmd Singh became warriors and fought 
the Moghuls E\er since that time Sikh princes, or 
Sirdars ruled kingdoms m tlie Punjab In the year 
1799 a young prmce named Ranjit Smgh took the 
city of Lahore This young prmce was no ordinary 
man He Wus as brave as a lion, and one of the greatest 
of Indian soldiers 


and rulers He con 

queredother Sirdars 

Slk^ n^^now^no 

accurate guns Over 
them all in his city 

of Lahore sat Ranjit «A.jrr s.n.h 

Singh watchmg events with his shrewd eye 

Ranjit Singh was a wonderful man He was bom 
to be a ruler of men Men obeyed him without 
pausing to ask ^vhy All the Sikh people warriors 
pnests and nobles, looked up to him as their leader 
He was not a tall or commanding man in appear 
ance He bad been stricken by an illness that disfigured 
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lnm completely His left eye was quite closed while 
the other rolled about wide open His face was 
thin and marked wtih the small pox His gnzzled 
beard was scanty on the cheeks and matted under 
the chin His left arm and foot drooped with 
paralysis Yet as soon as he mounted his horse 
with his black shield on his back Ranjit Singh 
seemed to breathe the spirit of a conqueror His 
figure became alert and full of life and he managed 
his horse wnth the ease of the youngest warrior m 
his army 

When the great Maharajah died after rulmg for some 
fortyycars he was succeeded by his son DhuleepSmgh 
While Ranjit Singh was alive he kept true to a treaty 
with the British not to attack the country on the othci 
side of the Sutlej But Dhuleep Smgh and the SiUi 
council broke this treaty and attacked the country 
protected by the British This led to two wars ivith 
the Bntish The second war took place m the time of 
Lord Dalhousie The Sikhs were defeated and the 
Punjab became a part ol British India 

It was ui the work of giving a good government to 
the Punjab that two great Englishmen made them 
delves famous These were Henry Lawrence and lus 
brother, John Lawrence 


LORD DALHOUSIE 

Just about a century after the battle of Plassey one 
of the greatest of Bntish rulers m India became 
Gov emor General This was Lord Dalhousie What 
a change had taken place since the Bribsh under Clive 
first began to be rulers m India 1 First of all the 
Bntish were traders pure and simple Tliey had no 
wish to be onyibxng They tame to India to sell 

English goods there and to cany back Indian goods to 
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sell in England All they wished was to make a profit 
for the East India Trading Company, which they 
served Sfakmg war costs a great deal of money The 
Company did not wish to make war, and would not have 
made war if it had not first been attacked The 
beginning of Bntish rule was caused by the cruel act 
of Sira] ud-daulah The English took away the power 
of the Nawabs of Bengal because Sira]»uxi-daulah 
caused their countrymen to be killed Once they 
became rulers, they were obliged to defend the country 
under their rule agamst invasion The Marathas at 
any tune might attack British terntocy, so war was 
made against them, and their country came under the 
control of the Bntish The process, so begun, could 
not be stopped Gradually the British Governor- 
General became the most powerful ruler m India, and 
at last, because the Bntish rule was ]ust and strong. 
It became supreme 

Lord Dalhousie came out to India after a great 
part of India had come under British rule He did 
not believe m half measures He saw that the 
temtory under Bntish rule was peaceful and happy 
while the temtory under some of the Indian princes 
was not well ruled So he took further temtories under 
Bntish rule The Kmgdom of Oudh the Slaratha 
kingdom of Nagpur, and other states were added to 
Bntish India There is no doubt that tlie people who 
lived m these countnes were happier under the new rul^ 
than under the old 

By this time Hindustan and southern India had 
become one land under the Bntish The age m which 
Lord Dalhousie lived was an age of progress Steam 
engmes had some time before been mvented, and rail- 
ways were bemg built all over England Telegraphs 
w ere also becommg general m Europe Now that India 
was one land, why should she not march with the tim''s, 
and keep pace with the countnes of Europe ’ bo Lord 
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Palhousic set to work to build railways across India 
He also set up telegraphs He improved the dak 
system Instead of runners that carried letters as m 
the da>s ol Shcr Sliah letters were carried by the rad 
wajs Tlic post'll fees m India were made sosnnll tliat 
the poorest in the hnd could afford to send letters 
through the post 

Before the rule of Lord Daltiousic India was just as 
it had been ages before Tlic people living on one side 
of India Knew little of the people who lived on the 
other side ICingdoms fought to increase their power 
instead of living peacefully side by side In olden 
■days the countries of Europe did the same It was 
commerce between countnes that mads them better 
knowm to one another Tlic more they knew of one 
another the better fnends they became and the less 
they wanted to fight It i> only by knowang and 
imucrstanding one another that we can learn to bke 
one another ^Similarly the various parts of India 
under the new order of things began to know and 
understand one another Commerce sprang up between 
the north and the south tlic cast and the west Met 
chants of Madras sent their goods to Bombay The 
goods of Bombay were sent up to the Punjab or across 
to Bengal All over India railways began to carry 
goods where before none had been earned In tunes 
of famine nee was earned by the railways to those parts 
where food was scarce On every side the country 
woke up took more interest in what was going on and 
India became a country of modem progress Every 
one became so mtercsted m work that no one had time 
to think of old fasluoned things hi e fighting 

We owe this change mainly to the worl of that 
great ruler and statesman Lord Dalhousie 

I-ord Dalhousie spent eight years of his life in India 
Dunng the whole of that tunc he worked and planned 
for the progress of the country The cUmate of India 
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tnas the health of all those who come from cooler 
countries, as it does indeed the health of those who are 
bom and bred to it So when Lord Daihousie retired 
he had used up all his energy He spent his time on 
the voyage home m writing about the country he loved 
next best to his own, and reached England only to die 
What an example of seU-sacnfice does the life of this 
great statesman offer 1 He sacrificed his life to his 
duty. 


THE LAST SIEGE OF DELHI 

The great changes that took place in the tune of 
Lord Daihousie caused the people of India to feel afraid. 
Telegraphs and railways were so different from any- 
thing they had ever known or heard of that at first 
they distrusted these new thmgs The Bntish Govern- 
ment, ever smce they became rulers m India, had had 
an Indian army The sepoys m the Indian army 
wondered at the railway engines as much as anybody 
They could not at that early time understand the reason 
for bnngmg such thmgs to India 

Now It happened, by an unfortunate accident, that 
grease was used by Ae Bntish makers, m the paper of 
the gun cartridges which were given to the sepoys In 
the old-fasluoned cartridges, it was necessary for the 
man who was going to shoot them to bite them before 
placmg them m his gun The Bntish officers did not 
know that cow's or pig’s fat was used m these cartndges 
Yet It was found afterwards that such was the case 
They msisted upon the sepoys usmg the cartridges 



i+j STORIES FROAI INDIAN HISTORY 

The sepoys thought their officers wished to make them 
change their religion They refused and rebelled Then 
many temble scenes occurred throughout Hmdustan 
British officers were killed by the sepoys who went 
mad with the thirst for blood In some cases the sepoj » 
had so much affection ior their officers who had shared 
the dangers of many a battle with them that thej 
w ould not kill them , but m many cases the British 
both men and women were killed A rebel leader 
named Nana Salub did one ternble deed that will make 
his name infamous for all time We need not dwell on 
the cruelties of that time all of which arose from mis 
understandmg The rebels declared the living descend 
ant of the Moghul Emperors to be King of Hmdustan 
Thous'inds of them trooped into Delhi where the 
Emperor was and shut the gates f 

In \anous parts o! Hmdustan British garrisons weic 
surrounded by rebel sepoys trying to take tlieir li\es> 
Tint kind friend of India Sir Henr^ Eanrence lost his 
hfe m the defence of the Lucknow Residency English 
armies were quickly collected together to overcome the 
mutineers They marched to Delhi for the5 hoped 
tliat as soon as tint city was taken the mutmy would 
die out But It happened that there SNcre few British 
troop:* in India at that time while inside the city wen. 
thousands upon thousands of mutineers Slowl> more 
troops came out from England and at last the bra\e 
Sir John Nicholson led an assault upon the cit> A 
hole was blown m the walls and after manj daj’s 
of fierce fighting in the streets the city was taken 
Sir John Nicholson respected and loved by all who 
knew him whether Indian or English fell at the head 
of his men after leading them into the city The 
mutiny then was graduallj stamped out ' 

- After the mutiny the English BarUament took away 
the goverameat of Indta from, the East India Trading 
Company It declared the Queuv of England to be 
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ruler of India. And from that time the great and good 
Queen Victoria became the sovereign of India. In a 
famous declaration she made, she promised to govern 
the people well, to allow them to take part m the 
government, and to let every one practise his own 
religion. The brave, good words of Queen Victona 
made her beloved throughout India. When the mutiny 
was over, the Moghul Emperor, whose name was 
Bahadur Shah, was sent to Burma. He was the last 
of the line of the Great Moghuls. 


LORD RIPON 

The Viceroy who gave Self-Government to our 
Towns 

When Lord Ripon became Viceroy of India we were 
at war with the Amir of Afghanistan. During the 
first year of his rule this war took up the Viceroy's 
attention, but he had all the while great schemes for 
tlie well-being of India in his mind Lord Roberts 
made Ins famous march to Kandahar, saved the British 
garrison that was locked up m the city, and drove the 
Afghans away. Shortly after this the w'ar ended, and 
Lord Ripon brought in his famous Local Self-govern- 
ment 

Before Lord Ripon’s time elective self-government 
was unknown in India In ages past tlie King was 
always the sole governor of the state. Every one 
in his kingdom obeyed him, from the vizir to the village 
headman. No one could gainsay him. He was an 
autocraL Tlie early Viceroys of Indw. hlled the places 
of the kings of India. Their government was an 
autocratic government. 

L 
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In Europe also, the kings were autocrats until 
a few centunes ago But m these few centuries great 
changes took place m Europe. The people began to 
wish to take a part m the government of their land 
While good kmgs reigned over them, and kept the 
land at peace, they were content with their rule But 
when bad kings threw the country into war, and the 
people were obhged to leave their business to fight, not 
because they wanted to, but because it was the Kmg’s 
wish, they began to be discontented. As time went 
on people fought agamst then King, and the English 
Parliament was established. The duty of Parliament 
was to make the laws of the land. All laws were made 
by the people’s representatives War was only entered 
into at the wish of the people. But over all the Kmg 
leigncd. His sanction was given to everythmg before 
It became law. Lord Ripon hoped that it would be 
possible some day for India to have some form of 
representative government. As a first step, to teach 
the people the Western methods of government, he 
caused the governing bodies of towns m India to be 
elected. 

Now, what work could there be for the governments 
of toivns to do ? In the first place, if roads are not 
repaired they go to rack and rum. These have to be 
kept m repair. Then the roads must be kept clean, or 
disease soon appears Then there are bridges m the 
towns, lights m the streets, and public wells that have 
to be looked after. Then there is primary education, 
and free medical advice to poor people. All tliese 
thmgs are the work of the governments of the villages 
and towns. In order that the Municipal Councils 
might have money to do these thmgs, tliey uerc given 
power by Lord Ripon's Act to collect taxes. Taxes 
were raised on bouses and land, tolls were taken on 
roads and femes. Vanous other taxes were imposed 
so that there might be money to spend m doing things 
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for the public benefit In the Punjab octroi duties 
were collected on goods going into the towns or muni- 
cipalities 

The Mimicipal Councils earned on the govern- 
ment ol the towns and villages But surely the 
Districts also required a government Otherwise, who 
■would see that the great mam roads were kept in 
repair ? Who would build hospitals for the Distncts ^ 
^\^o would build rest houses? For the purpose 
ol Distnct government, Distnct Councils or boards 
were elected These boards dealt with the larger 
questions in which all the municipalities of the Districts 
were equally interested The Distnct councils raised 
money for their work by means of taxes If they had 
not sufficient money grants were made to them by the 
government of the provmce to which they belonged 
Each elected member of these councils usually re 
mamed a member for three years After that be had 
to be elected again if he wished to remam on the council, 
or another councillor was elected in his place 

This Mose system of local government is the system 
that IS m force at the present day Every three yearn 
there is an election of members to the councils The 
great reform that Lord Ripon had in mind when he 
gave local self government to India has also now taken 
shape Under tlie new Indian Councils Act of Lord 
Mmto representatives of the people of India are elected 
to make laws m the legislative councils of the provinces 
and presidencies of India, and also m the Council of 
the Viceroy 

Lord Ripon only remamed m India four years 
But during that time he gamed the love and gratitude 
of the people of India for the great benefits he had 
©vea to thftm. 
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A STORY OF OUR GOVERNMENT 

A CENTURA and a half have now passed by since 
Clive fought the battle of Plassey Ruler after ruler 
h'vs come out from England to govern the great empire 
of India Each great ruler has done something to 
make the government better The begmnmg of our 
present system of government was the appointment of 
collectors by Warren Hastings Each collector col- 
lected the land tax of a District Over tlie collectors 
were the Commissioners who ruled groups of districts 
Over the Commissioners was the Gov emor General, 
aided by his Council The collectors not only col 
lected the revenue they were also judges If tlie 
people who brought a case before a collector were not 
satisfied with the judgment they could appeal That 
IS they could take their case to a higher court and try 
to have the collector s judgment set aside or altered 
For tht> purpose two Courts of Appeal were estab 
hshed at Calcutta 

I Under the rulers who followed Warren Hastmgs 
more and more territory was taken under British rule 
At first m all territories whether new or old Enghsh 
officials were appomted But m later years Indians 
were given more and more appointments One of the 
greatest acts of Lord William Bentmck was to give 
Indians themselves a greater share m the government 
of their country Then Representative Government 
was mtroduced into India I wonder il you know what 
Representative Government is ’ In some schools each 
class has a cricket team Who governs this team ’ 
It is the captam who governs the team But who 
elected the captam ? The_class elected the captam* 
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They voted for the boy who was not only a good player, 
but also would make a good captam 

But who selects the team when it is going to play 
a match against another class ^ It is the committee 
that selects the players And how was the committee 
appointed ^ Various boys of the class named certain 
other boys who they thought would make good com- 
mittee men The class then voted for the boys whom 
they wished to be committee men In this way a 
committee was elected that represented the class What- 
ever the committee did, whether it selected plajers for 
matches or had the pitch watered everythmg it did 
was done for the class of boys it represented This is 
Representative Government m cncket Representative 
Government of a country is earned on on evactly the 
same pnnciple only on a larger scale But instead of 
selecting players the Government of a coimtry keeps 
armies to defend the country , it appomts judges, raises 
revenue, builds railways, cames on the postal service, 
and does thmgs for the good of the country and the 
people It represents 

’Under Lord Rjpon the Self-Government Act of 
India was passed This Act was mtended to teach 
the people of India the system of Representative 
Government in their towns Aften\ards, when people 
imderstood it, he hoped that this system would 
become the system of the gotemment of the whole of 
India Under Lord Alinto, this great reform was fur- 
ther dev eloped India is now governed by a form of 
Representative Government The laws are now made 
by councils many of whose members are elected, and 
they are therefore representative councils 

Many changes and improvementa m the govern- 
ment of India have taken place at various times 
Forest officers hav e been appointed to see that trees 
cut down are replaced by young trees In this way 
there is no danger of India being left one day without 
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any wood Police officers have been appointed to- 
command and lead Indian policemen The duty o£ 
the police is to put down crime Educational officers 
have been appomted who are entrusted wath the 
education of India Under these officers schools are 
made better and better every year Pubbe WorXs 
officers have been appointed Their duty is to build 
bridges over nsers imgation works, railways, and 
public buildmgs Then there are judges and collectors, 
whom you know about There is also the Indian army, 
trained by British Indian officers to drive away mvaders 
of India The officers who do these various duties 
belong to Services Thus there arc the Civil Service, 
the Forest Service the Pobce Service, the Educational 
Service, the Public Works Department, or Service,, 
and the Army 

The government of eacli province and presidency 
IS carried on by the Services, over which is the Govern 
ment The head of the government of a presidency is 
the Governor and of a province the Lieutenant 
Governor Over all the presidencies and provinces i> 
the Governor General, named the Viceroy because he 
represents the Kmg Emperor m India 

Each Governor and Lieutenant Governor has a 
Legislative Council which advises and suggests ne^v 
laws to do good to the people of India Under the 
Act of Lord Jimto, most of the members of these 
councils will be elected by the Indian public and 
landholders So every educated Indian will take an. 
interest m the government of his countiy He \vill 
read m the newspapere what takes place m the 
Council He will read the speech of this or that 
coimciUor, and make up his mmd which speech he 
agrees with Students should also read the news- 
papers, with the object of leammg what is gomg on m 
other parts of India We ^ould all mterest ourselves 
m the law making of our country, for it is our wish to- 







152 STORIES FROM INDIAN HISTORY 

be ever going forward helping those who need help, 
holding back those whose acts are bad for the com- 
munity 

The highest council m the land is the Governor- 
General's Legislative Council In this Council laws 
are made that deal with the whole of the great 
Indian Empire The provincial legislative councils 
on the other hand, make laws that concern only the 
province they represent 

You will now have learnt sometliing of the 
system of Government that rules our Empire This 
system cannot be earned on without money Salaries 
must be paid to all the Government servants Money 
must be supplied for pubhc works Nothing can be 
done without money That is why revenue is raised 
We each pay our little share towards the cost of our 
government. If we cultivate the land we pay to 
Government a share of the value of our crops as settled 
by the Settlement Officer 

Government owns some of the railways of India 
These railways make a profit each year, which goes to 
the revenue of the country Therefore, every time we 
travel on a Government railway, we are givmg some- 
thmg towards the revenue The profits on the postal 
and telegraph services are also added to the revenue 
Therefore, every tune we send a letter or telegram, we 
are addmg our mite to the revenue of our Empire. 
How different this is from olden times I Then every 
piece of revenue was spent by the Kmg A Kmg who 
spent a small portion of it on imgation works or other 
pubhc service was hailed as a great and good King 
Under the British Indian system ot rule the revenue is 
<?// devoted to the service of fhe country We are 
nowadays like one large family, all contributing by our 
labour to the general wellare 
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THE DELHI DARBAR 

In our last story we read sometliing of our Government 
of the wise and experienced statesmen who come 
from England to guide and direct the destinies of our 
country, and of the Services, who are, the servants of 
Government, The Viceroy and his Council arc the 
head, the Services are the hands of the great system 
that .rules over us. When Lord Minto was Viceroy, 
he, and the English Secretary of State for India, 
Lord Jlorley, reformed the system m accordance with 
the promise of Queen Victoria- They gave us a 
greater share in the government of our country. 

Now it happened that just about the time that 
these reforms were made, our wise and good Kmg, 
Edward VII., died, and Kmg George, the grandson of 
Queen Victoria, came to the throne. King George 
always had a warm feeling in his heart for India, 
and after his Coronation m England was over, he 
made up his mind that his empire of India should 
not be neglected, but should also see him in person 
at the time of his coronation. So our Emperor 
made the long journey to India in company with 
our Empress, Queen Mary, and a magnificent darbar 
was held at the royal city of Delhi. 

. We have all read of the great Darbar at Delhi, 
how’ our King announced his coronation to the 
princes and assembled multitudes of India, who had 
gathered to show their allegiance to him. It made 
us all feel that our Emperor took a deep personal 
interest in our welfare, and we realized that he, and 
our fellow English citizens, recognized the high place 
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that India holds m our common inheritance the 
Bntish Empire At this Darbar the Kmg announced 
that henceforth the capital of Bntish India should be 
the ancient royal city of Delhi 

Our last Viceroy, Lord F^dinge announced that 
his ideal was to develop education and samtation in 
India We all recognized what a noble ideal this was 
and wished that it could be realized In samtation 
it IS m our power to help a great deal We have 
skilful doctors trained to fight and stamp out disease 
who are ready to tell us how we may overcome it 
The greatest scourge to India is the malana fever 
Now malana is earned from one person to another 
by a mosquito which breeds m tanhs and damp 
plact.s If under the direction of our medical officers 
we filled up unnecessary tanks and drained the damp 
places the mosquitoes could not breed and we should 
become free of the scourge That is at least one 
way m which we could help the Viceroy and his 
government m then- efforts When we have freed 
ourselves from malana and continual good health 
giv cs us the additional vigour that leads to enterpnse 
andprospenty then looking back we shall realize how 
great a scourge it was! Meanwhile let us look for 
ward to the prosperous future that hes before us of 
which the King Emperor gave us a glimpse when he 
gladdened India with his presence 

Under our present great Viceroy Lord Reading 
peace has come to India and the troubles that beset 
her have become things of the past Long may it 
contmue so ! 
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THE GREAT WAR 

The German people have their home m Central Europe 
In this region in the j tar 1914, there existed two great 
empires the German Empire and tlic Empire of 
Austria Hungary Each of these empires consisted 
of many countries w Inch had united and the t\\ o empires 
had become very nch and powerful The Emperor of 
Austna ruled over one empire and the German Emperor 
or Kaiser ruled over the other These two great 
empues who were mighty in peace were yet not 
satisfied and they were so anxious to become even 
greater and more powerful that they made war upon 
their neighbours Belgium France and Russia who 
only desired peace 

Germany and Austna had been prepanng for this 
war for years Their people were filled with feelings 
of selfish greed, they had very brge armies and 
enormous numbers of guns They marclied upon 
Belgium which was a httle country in order to attack 
France When they attacked Belgium then Great 
Bntam entered the war against them for Great Britain 
and Germany had botli promised to protect httle 
Belgium and Germany had treacherously broken her 
promise France Belgium Great Britain and Russia 
Were knowm as the AUics In 1913 they were jomed 
by Italy They were not well prepared for war 
their armies w ere not large enough and they had not 
enough guns Yet xU prepared as they were tlieyhad 
nght on their side and they fought the Germans and 
Austrians and held them at bay Soldiers from India 
bravely came to help the Engl^h m the unequal fight 
and share the glory of defeating the enemy 

The Germans luiew no mercy they lulled women. 
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and behaved m a way that the brutes of the field could 
not imitate At last after four weary years the 
Alhes grew stronger m men and guns and began to 
prevail Helped by the Americans who had joined 
them the Germans were driven back and their country 
was invaded On November ii igi8 at ii o clock 
in the forenoon the war ended and the Central Empires 
were finally defeated 

We of the British Empire may well feel proud of 
our brave soldiers who drove the enemy before them 
on land and of our brave sailors who drove them from 
the seas but we should also be thankful that the cause 
X)f Right tnumphed over the cause of Wrong. 
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AFTER THE GREAT WAR 

When the Great War was over and victory had been 
won, the hearts of men were filled with thankfulness. 
The war had brought great sorrow to the world, and. 
noi^y rejoicings were out of place 


1 



fAflt C Van.ijk, LtJ 


H.R li. THE PUVLE OF WALES 

The British Government were then able to acknow* 
ledge the new position that India had won in the 


358 STORIES FROM INDIAN HISTORY ^ 

Empire Lord Chelmsford was Viceroy and Mr 
Slontague was Secretary of State for India m London 
These two statesmen prepared a great reform in the 
government of India In the year 1920 the steps 
necessary to bring the reforms into operation were 
taken The promise of Queen Victona was in process 
of fulfilment and India was about to become a 
grown up member of the brotherhood of nations that 
form the Bntish Empire When a man comes of age 
and IS the master of his own actions he cultivates a 
sense of responsibihty so that he may act with good 
judgment India is about to come of age and to assume 
the responsibihties of her new status of «elf government 
within the Empire The Empire looks with confidence 
to the Indian statesmen who are to rule their country 
to carry on the tradition of justice and wisdom estab 
lished by Bntish rule m India Those who know India 
best are confident that all will be well 

And while these great changes were taking place 
our present Viceroy came to take over the rems from 
Lord Chelmsford and India was V3«jted by Edward 
Pnnee of Wales our future King Emperor 



NOTE 

It has been suggested that the boys and girls of Great 
Britain should take an interest in the great depend- 
encies of the Empire. It is moreover obviously desirable 
that each citizen should have some knowledge of 
their history. On general grounds, also, it is reasonable 
that the coming generation, which will have close 
commercial as well as political interests in India, should 
know something of so important a part of the Empire. 
For these reasons the present volume, which was 
primarily written as a text-book for Indian schools, has 
been included in Longmans’ Class-Books of English 
Literature. 
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